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CHURCH STRETTON TOWN COUNCIL AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
ACTION – DISCUSSION DOCUMENT 
 
With continued public focus on climate change and green issues, this discussion paper seeks to outline what Church Stretton Town Council has achieved in 
terms of carbon reduction and also highlights areas of further opportunity.    Key references are cited at the end of this document.  

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Although the Earth’s climate has changed continuously since it’s formation, it is widely acknowledged that the increase in industrialisation and the use of 
fossil fuels has increased the amount of CO2 and other greenhouse gases in the Earth’s atmosphere, causing mean global temperature to rise and thus 
causing a “long-term” shift in weather patterns.  
 
The impact of climate change will vary by locality, and can include flooding, drought, severe storms and generally more extreme weather. Understanding 
the likely impact of climate change in a particular locality, will help local councils and voluntary organisations adapt to potential changes, as well as taking 
steps to minimise carbon dioxide emissions to mitigate such changes. 
 
Without action to reduce CO2 levels globally, examples of weather changes the UK could potentially see are warmer drier summers, wetter milder winters 
and generally more severe weather. 
 

WHAT CSTC CAN DO TO MITIGATE RISKS AND PROTECT THE COMMUNITY 
Several publications (listed in references) contain interesting information on what can be done at a local level to reduce a community’s impact on climate 
change, and CSTC’s actions taken so far and potential future actions are detailed below.  The references devote less time to mitigating the risks of climate 
change within the community and it is suggested that this would be the remit of Shropshire Council, although the CSTC Emergency Planning Committee 
may review their plan specifically considering the potential for local weather pattern changes.  
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ACTIONS CSTC HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
 
CARBON REDUCING MEASURES WITHIN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

Electric vehicle charging points Three currently in place in Easthope Road Car Park.  Eight more to be installed before March 2023 

Car sharing scheme  

Encouraging active travel 

Bicycle racks are being procured for the Town.  Currently replacing all styles and gates to make 
them accessible. 
Ongoing redevelopment of many walking paths, working closely with National Trust both to support 
their work and to help resolve problems identified (ie raves, car parking, littering, anti-social 
behaviour) 

Expanding network of bicycle lanes and 
footpaths 

Local cycle paths were an election promise of our County Councillors. Progress?  SC developing a 
cycle way policy  

Supporting public transport (eg 
subsidising rural bus services) 

Shuttle bus is supported.  CSTC has no responsibility for rural transport.  However, currently actively 
engaged with TfW to encourage multi-modal operations.   

Incentives for switching to a sustainable 
energy supplier 

 

Generating sustainable energy  

Energy efficiency incentives (eg 
insulation) 

Own estate only 
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Rewilding /wildlife friendly planning 
(from verges to larger areas) 

CSTC sees protecting and preserving the local variety of habitat, fauna and flora as a key 
responsibility. Sandford Avenue Park, Jubilee tree planting, Coppice Leasowes etc.  CSTC maintains 
two nature reserves - Rectory Wood and Coppice Leasowes, and spends large sums to improve 
accessibility.   Also will support development of the "ladies walk" at base of rectory wood and 
incorporate greater accessibility into the redesign of cemetery/allotments. 
Supports rewilding of verges, Cudwell Meadow and 2 nature reserves 
Planting trees in Contemplation Corner 
Also support local wildlife and conservation groups, several programmes under the S137 grants. 
Tree wardens 
All Stretton Jubilee park 
Russell’s Meadow Play Park 

Working with local landowners to 
manage land for wildlife 

Cudwell Meadow 
CSTC has sought to limit inappropriate development ie Snatchfield 
Upheld the laws within AONB to better protect the land designated as countryside within the AONB 

Cutting the use of pesticides 
For grounds under CSTC control - reduce the use of pesticide.   
Have stopped having bonfires, now mulch and chip.   

"Buy local" incentives 
Many shops already "buy local". Town has wide range of local businesses who provide local fresh 
good such as meat, veg, bread etc. "Farm to fork"  
Council also has an allotment programme 

Local produce markets 
Market in square every Thursday: Fruit, veg, fish, bread, cakes, pies etc  
Neighbourhood plan may look to expand this market or potentially set up other markets on a semi 
regular basis, ie biannual food festivals  

Working with local businesses 
Yes, recycling IT 
Local Rotary, Chamber of Commerce etc  

Community fridge 
Currently supports food bank.   
ACTION: Potential for CSTC to co-ordinate gluts of locally grown produce in a barter or buy/sell 
market forum 
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Skills & training (eg training people in 
community to do retrofits/energy 
efficient measures) 

 

  

CARBON REDUCING MEASURES WITHIN COUNCIL OPERATIONS 

Switching the council fleet to electric 
Moved to more economic Polaris. No other fleet.  
Switched from large transit to economical vehicle less damaging to soil 
Replaced old triple mower for one with a more efficient engine  

Home working options for staff where 
possible 

Already in place, where possible.  

Encouraging active travel Impractical for some staff.   Other staff do cycle 

Encourage the use of public transport  

Car sharing scheme  

Divesting to sustainable banking 
Co-op bank is main banker which purports to be "sustainable".  
As a council, other banks are required in order to manage security and risk.   

Favouring locally sourced products and 
services 

Already uses local services, such as catering.   Do these use locally sourced products? 

Improving the energy efficiency of 
Council buildings 

POTENTIAL ACTION 
SHI survey has been started 

Switching Council buildings to a 
sustainable energy supplier 

ACTION.  This is the preferred option provided it is practical and cost effective.  Preferred wherever 
this is practical and cost effective 

Generating your own renewable energy  

Using land to draw down carbon (eg 
tree planting and rewilding) 

Yes, see above re the parks 

Sustainable procurement 
ACTION. This has been mooted - a sustainability statement for every procurement 
Council's non-staff budget is <£250k 
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Street lighting 
CSTC systematically replacing existing street lighting with LED and replacing. ACTION:  quantify 
financial and CO2 savings 

 

SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL FUTURE ACTIONS 
In addition to those areas marked as “ACTION” above: 
 

• Key is to embed local policies to help tackle climate change within the Neighbourhood Plan. 

• Undertake a carbon footprint calculation to baseline CS carbon emissions and thus enable future improvements to be show quantitatively. 

• Support and work with local volunteer groups interested in climate change solely for the wider benefit of the local community and CSTC’s sphere of 
influence, without taking a political stance. 

• Define green tourism for CS, and then actively enable, support and promote  

• Publicise the above achievements and be seen to take the lead 

• Actively support and promote a ‘greener’ lifestyle amongst residents and businesses. 
 

CONCLUSION 
CSTC should be proud of, and promote, its carbon reduction measures so far and in the future be seen to actively lead on climate change measures, both in 
terms of the reduction of CO2 and in the mitigation of risk to the community. 
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