
Silvester Horne Institute Room Hire Fees  

Introduction  

The Silvester Horne Institute is an important building within the town and is used by 

many small community groups to meet and socialise as well as for ticketed events, 

private parties and larger organisations such as Shropshire Council.  

 

Hire fees were last reviewed in 2018 there was a small increase in the charges from 

2011.   With the increase in energy costs and repairs and maintenance the challenge 

to ensure the building remains viable is ever increasing, however Trustees are mindful 

that the building should remain affordable for community groups to use.  

 

The proposal set out below involves maximising hire rates for agency, commercial and 

private hire with immediate effect and sets a progressive increase over the next 3 

years.  

 

In order to implement the proposed on-line booking system, charges will need to be 

clear and easily applied.  

 

Income  

Total income for room hire. 

31st March 
2019 

31st March 
2020 

31st March 
2021 

31st March 
2022 

31st December 
2022 

17,010 18,695 3,677 10,199 12,406 

  

Agency/Commercial/Private 

Agency: a business that provides a particular service or a government department 

that is responsible for a particular activity.  This will include Shropshire Council 

elections.  

Commercial: a company that intends to made a profit. This will include auctions, 

trade and craft fairs and ticketed events.  

Private: weddings, birthday parties, funerals etc.  

 

 

Silvester Horne 
Institute   

Castle Hall 
Bridgnorth 

United 
Reformed  

Church 

All 
Stretton 
Village 

Hall 
Proposed 

From 1st April 2023  

 

First 2 
hrs 

Each 
Additional Per hour 

Per 3 hr 
session 

Per 3 
hr 

session 
First 2 
hours  per hour 

Main Hall   £ 31.00  £ 15.50   £ 24.00  £ 24.00 £ 22.00  £ 48.00   £ 24.00  

Conservatory   £ 20.50   £ 10.00       £ 30.00   £ 15.00  

Committee 1  £ 20.50   £ 10.00   £ 16.50   £ 12.00  £ 30.00   £ 15.00  

Council Chamber   £ 23.00   £ 11.50       £ 35.00   £ 17.50 

Kitchen Flat rate              £ 20.00   £ 17.50  £ 7.00 £ 30.00         £ 30.00   

 



Community/Charity 

A social group that share an activity or interest and not for profit organisations.  The 

majority of users book for two hours.   This rate is also charged to Stretton Players 

for their rehearsal time. 

 

 
Silvester Horne 

Institute  

Castle  
Hall 

Bridgnorth 

United 
Reformed 

Church 

All 
Stretton 

Hall 1ST April 2023  1st April 2024 

 First 2 
hours  

Per 
hour Per hour 

Per 3 hr 
session 

Per 3 hr 
session 

First 2 
hours  

Per 
hour 

First 2 
hours 

Per 
hour 

Main Hall  £ 15.50   £ 8.00   £ 17.00  £ 22.00 £ 22.00  £ 16.50   £ 9.00   £ 17.50   £ 10.00  

Conservatory  £  14.50   £ 7.00       £ 15.50   £ 8.00   £ 16.50   £   9.00  

Committee 1  £ 10.00   £ 5.00   £ 11.75   £ 12.00  £ 11.00   £ 6.00   £ 12.00   £  7.00  

Council Room  £ 12.50   £ 6.00       £ 13.50   £ 7.00   £ 14.50   £ 8.00  

Kitchen     £ 10.00  £ 12.25  £ 7.00 £ 30.00  £12.00 

 

The percentage increase proposed for 2023 is approximately 6.5% followed by 6% 

the following year.  Even with this uplift the institute is still the least expensive room 

hire option in the town.  

 

Exercise and Music Classes  

There are a number of groups run by individual instructors providing exercise or music 

classes for residents.  These have historically been given a rate of £21 for two hours 

somewhere between the commercial and community rate as the classes would not be 

financially viable at the higher rate, but these are not strictly not for profit community 

groups or clubs.  

The Trustees may consider either increasing the scope of the community rate to 

include these groups, or establishing a third tier of charging to include teaching groups 

this could include the exercise groups and also music and dance.   The rate would 

only apply to the main hall. A suggested rate would be £22 for two hours.  

      

Porterage (setting up)  

At present porterage is charged at 5% of the total cost.  This means that setting up 

the main hall for a 3 hour session would be charged at roughly £2.50 which nowhere 

near covers the actual cost of an hour of the caretakers time.  I suggest a flat rate of 

£10. 

 

Storage in Cellar  

Stretton Players are charged £62 per year for storage in the cellar.  I would not 

recommend any change in this charge.  

 

Committee Room 2  

Stretton Players and Focus have exclusive use of committee room 2.  Which they 

use for storage as well as meetings and rehearsals. Stretton Players pay £650 per 



year and Focus £412. It has not been possible to determine the formula behind this 

arrangement.  I would recommend an increase, of 6% in line with community rates. 

 

Hire of Equipment  

Various items are available for hire on or off the premises.  

 

 Current  Proposed  

Sound System / amplifier 
/ microphone 

£4 £25 (plus deposit) 

Electronic Piano  £5.50 £25 (plus deposit) 

Projector and screen   £10  

   

 

Off premises  

10 Chairs  £8.00 £10.00 

Trestle table £2.30 £3.00 

Square Formica Table £2.30 £3.00 

Card Table £2.20 £3.00 

100 cups and saucers  £8.00 £10.00 

100 large dinner plates  £8.00 £10.00 

100 small plates  £5.80 £10.00 

100 bowls £6.90 £10.00 

10 sets of cutlery  £0.60 £1.00  

   

 

 

Recommendation 

Trustees are asked to consider the proposal for implementation from April 2023. 


