
 

 
 

Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 7th February 2023 

  
Agenda Item: 9 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Locum Town Clerk  

Summary To consider extending land to the rear of the Scout Hut 
for the Scout to utilise for badge work etc.  

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider the report and 
recommend that the area is extended as set out in the 
report.  

Purpose / Benefits To provide a community benefit for a well-supported 
facility within the Council’s area  

 

Extension of Land to Rear of Scout Hut  
 
Current Position  
The Scout Hut currently has a small area of approximately 1m to the rear of the Hut 
which contains a gateway into Rectory Field and a gate into the wooded area to the 
rear of the Hut where the Scouts currently undertake badge work, which is the area 
the subject of this report.  
 
The Way Forward 
The area currently used by the Scouts is not enclosed and is, therefore, open to all 
visitors to Rectory Wood and Field, including dogs off leads etc.  
 
The Rectory Wood & Field and Coppice Leasowes Interest Group have expressed 
concern about the small fires that are sometimes lit within the area, as with it being 
an open area this could encourage visitors to think fires are an accepted practice 
within the LNR space; and they have identified that this area would be of greater 
benefit if enclosed for sole utilisation by the Scouts, attached is a plan of the area 
suggested by the Interest Group.     
 
By enclosing the space and providing a dedicated area for the Scouts to undertake 
their activities we are not only providing a better facility for a well-supported 
community group, but are also allowing the Scouts to be able to set up secure zoned 



areas within the space, which can be left in situ for all the range of different groups 
meeting within the space to enjoy.   
 
The Locum Town Clerk has met with the Scout Leader who has advised that the 
Scouts would welcome the opportunity to look after this space, as it would alleviate 
the leaders from having to check the area for dog mess etc. before any activities can 
be commenced.  He has also advised that the gate currently in place allowing entry 
into this space would, for safeguarding reasons, be retained as this would allow 
Leaders to control the younger members of the troops at all times.  
 
It is proposed to extend the space up to the end of the existing boundary wall to the 
right hand side of the Scout Hut.  The land would remain the property of the Council 
and regular checks on the condition of the boundary wall, and trees within the area 
would need to be undertaken for health and safety reasons.  The proposed area 
would not encroach on the development of the Walk on the Wild Side path.  
 
Should the space be allocated it is proposed that a wire and post fence would be 
erected, which could be a joint task undertaken by both the Scouts and the 
Volunteers working within Rectory Wood and Field and incorporated as part of the 
Walk on the Wild Side path project.   
 
Recommendation 
Councillors are asked to consider the report and recommend the enclosure of the 
area currently used by the Scouts to make it a more secure, user friendly facility.  


