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17th February 2023 

 
Dear Neighbour, 
 
Controlled Management Burn of Gorse Planned in Carding Mill Valley 
 
I am writing to advise you of the proposed controlled burning of the gorse on the slope of Bodbury 
Hill opposite/adjacent to the tearoom, which is planned to take place during the next couple of weeks. 
 
As you have no doubt noticed, the gorse is very dense in this area and presents a considerable fire 
risk. The increase in both hot, dry summers and visitors to the valley has significantly escalated the 

risk of an unplanned burns. The decision to undertake a controlled burn has been made because there 
is the potential for an uncontrolled burn to get out of hand, and the situation could become dangerous 
should this occur. Gorse is notoriously tough and difficult to cut on a steep slope, so the preferred 
solution is a controlled burn. This process is like heather burning, a traditional form of management, 
that is regularly carried out on the Long Mynd. 
 
Scattered gorse is good for wildlife, but the shrubs rapidly take over if left unmanaged, resulting in 
the loss of important grassland. Large dense stands of gorse also create difficulty for the Longmynd 
Active Graziers when rounding up livestock on the Common. Our aim is to break up the gorse into 
smaller scattered groups with areas of grassland in between. This improves the richness of the Long 
Mynd wildlife habitat and reduces future risk of wildfires. The management will also increase available 
grazing for livestock, by allowing grass to regrow and creating access to the edible soft new gorse 
growth.  

 
The Fire Brigade will be working closely with us, and we have discussed the plans for this controlled 

burn with Senior Officers. A suitable day with calm weather and no rain will be chosen and the local 
fire crew will be contacted in advance. A map of the proposed burn area is enclosed for your 
information. 
 
If you would like to discuss this further, or wish to be advised of the exact date of the burning, please 
contact our office by email (cardingmill@nationaltrust.org.uk) or by text (07824 514564) 
 
Many thanks for your understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Peter Carty 
Countryside Manager 
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