
 1 

 

PROVISION OF VEHICLE ACTIVATED RADAR SIGNS IN CHURCH 
STRETTON PARISH 

Introduction 
Issues of speeding are frequently raised with Councillors, and the Town Council recently 
commissioned a report to investigate the options for the installation of VAR signs in the 
villages of Little Stretton and All Stretton. The work has been kindly undertaken on a 
voluntary basis by Steve Burrows, a highways expert assisted by Shropshire Council 
Highways, and proposals formulated. 
 
This paper outlines the choices and processes followed and asks Councillors to endorse the 
approach and agree to contribute £1,500, which is 25% of the project cost. 

Proposal 
The proposal is to install two VAR signs – one each in Little Stretton and All Stretton – both 
on the B5477 covering the approaches to both villages along the main routes off the A49. 
For the avoidance of doubt, the All Stretton sign will face north and control vehicles heading 
south into the village past St Michael’s church, and the sign in Little Stretton will face south 
towards Ludlow and control vehicles coming over the railway bridge. Three additional 
‘SLOW’ signs will be painted on the road, one before the bridge and two after, to help 
protect the homes on the eastern side of the B5477 outside of the village sign and before 
the VAR sign. The exact positions are marked on the maps below. These locations were 
recommended by SC Highways team following site visits. Both locations are positioned just 
inside the 30mph zones with a good line of site to allow the radar equipment to easily 
measure the speed of approaching vehicles, and for drivers to be able to see and 
comprehend the messaging. 
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The proposal is to install Vehicle Activated Radar Signs which assess the speed and display it 
to the driver. The exact messaging is programmable. They do not facilitate prosecution and 
do not store images, hence signs and not cameras. This also removes questions about GDPR.  
However, an option will be selected for the signs to record the volume and speed of passing 
traffic which will be of great use in evidencing any future need for further enforcement. 
 
The locations have been agreed with landowners and initial requests made by SC Highways 
to their contractors to install the posts, recognising that this will be the element with the 
longest lead times. This does presume that the necessary funds are found, but if the grant 
discussed below is not successful, the monies will need to come from other sources. 
 
SC Highways have agreed to fund the installation. No electrical connection is required 
because we have opted to choose signs equipped with solar panels. These are effective 
365/24 and use the photovoltaic panels to charge a battery which powers the sign, allowing 
them to work at night and in bad weather. 

Funding 
Such is the strength of feeling amongst residents about speeding, £1,500 has been pledged 
from the two village societies towards the cost. This paper asks the CSTC to match this sum 
– total £3,000 – which will then form the basis of a grant application to the Police and Crime 
Commissioner who holds a fund for such signs. The request will be for £3,000 to give an 
overall budget of £6,000. 
 
That villagers have fundraised these monies is very powerful, and the agreement of CSTC to 
match it will only strengthen the case. The support of the West Mercia Police and SC 
Highways is also essential. 

Next steps 
The CSTC will be pleased to make the submission to the PCC, and Steve Burrows has agreed 
to provide the technical details. Six letters of support are needed – Little Stretton Village 
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Society, All Stretton Village Society, West Mercia Police, CSTC, SC Highways and St Michael’s 
Church. These are in the process of being obtained. Once funding from the PCC is 
confirmed, the signs will be ordered, and as stated above, the posts are already being 
scheduled. 
 
When will they be ready? I doubt the signs will be ready to warn Santa this year, but I would 
hope the Easter Bunny is aware. 

Resolution 
The Council thanks Steve Burrows and SC Highways for their help, and RESOLVES to support 
the installation of VAR signs in Little Stretton and All Stretton and agrees to contribute 
£1,500 to the projects in match funding to monies raised by residents. 
 
 
 
  


