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Review of Council Charges: November 2022 

The Council should undertake a regular review of sources of income and charges.  Income 

rates were last reviewed in 2018. 

The chart below details sources of income over the last five years.  

 

1. Precept 

The precept is based on the budget set by the Town Council each year based on budget 

requirements.  

2. CIL Neighbourhood Fund  

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is collected from developers by Shropshire Council.   

Each Council receives a percentage of the fund to spend on community infrastructure 

(Neighbourhood Fund).  A further percentage is held by Shropshire Council to be spent on 

infrastructure projects (CIL Local Fund) which have been agreed as part of the place plan.  

Town and Parish Councils can bid for grants from their allocation of this fund.  

The CIL Neighbourhood fund received for financial year 2022/2023 is £7,273.  This has been 

transferred to earmarked reserves: balance £35,024. 

3. Interest  

During 2022 Town Council funds have been moved from high street banks which were 

earning little or no interest to a higher yielding investment fund with CCLA. Recent increases 

in interest rates will also increase the income the council receives.  

The Finance Committee will continue to monitor the market and make recommendations to 

Council.  

Review Income  To M6         

  2022/23 2021/22 2020/21 2019/20 2018/19 

Precept     436,056  
  
404,969  

          
408,202  

     
396,835  

        
378,395  

CIL Neighbourhood Grant          7,273  33,697     10,872    5,522        370  

Interest          2,353        252          583    1,235    2,105  

Market Rent          1,330    2,090       1,710     2,130     2,300  

Car Parking (Lutwyche Road)         2,571   6,684      1,698   3,594     4,722  

Cemeteries          8,172  25,287    21,618  15,096   11,273  

Grazing - Coppice Leasowes             240       240          120       240       240  

Grazing - Greenhills             402       402          402         402  

Donations          3,215    2,328       1,078   2,078   
Grants      6,055      1,448       1,181  

Hire Russells Meadow / Pavilion            794        969  

Hire Rectory Wood             305          

Allotments             128       253       323       305    381  

Outdoor Team Maintenance             650          

Sale of land          15,000  

Planters          630 

    462,605  
     
482,257  

          
448,054  

     
427,829  

          
417,968  



Page 2 of 5 
 

4. Market Rent  

At present the franchise agreement (from 2013) for the Thursday market is £190 per month 

(£45 per week) for 6 pitches £7.50 per pitch per week.   

 

Bridgnorth Market:   £12.60 per week per pitch – managed by Bridgnorth Town Council  

Ludlow Market:         £17.70 per week per pitch – managed by Ludlow Markets 

Whilst is must be recognised that Church Stretton market does not get the same footfall as 

Bridgnorth and Ludlow charges should be increased to reflect: 

 Increased costs in the last 10 years  

 Increase in number of pitches (although 6 stall holders)  

Charges should also allow a profit margin for the franchisee.  

5. Car Parking: Lutwyche Road  

Car parking fees at Lutwyche Road are 40p (since 2009) per hour, 80p for 2 hours and up 

to 4 hours is £2.00, all day £3.00.  There are 19 spaces.  

Shropshire Council has recently increased its fees from 50p to 60p. 

Based on estimated figures for income and usage in 2022/2023 an increase to 0.50p would 

increase income by £1,280 increasing parking fees in line with Shropshire Council would 

increase income by £2,564.   The Town Council could consider a discount for season tickets 

for residents and employers.  

6. Cemeteries  

The figures below compare burial costs across other market towns for parishioners, non-

residents are charged double the rate.    

 

Church  
Stretton  Ludlow  Bridgnorth  Whitchurch Newport  

Much 
Wenlock 

Exclusive rights of burial  £  605 £  490 £  971 £   325 £ 780 £  415 

Interment £  121 £  315 £  588 £   340 £ 437 £  270 

Erection of memorial £    99 £  126 £  147 £   240 £ 240 £  120 
 £  825 £  931 £ 1,706 £   905 £ 1,457 £  805 
       

Exclusive rights for 
cremated remains 

£  242 £  209 £  534 £   180 £ 475 £   270 

Interment of cremated 
remains 

£   105 £  105 £  167 £   180 £ 223 £  188 

 £   347 £  314 £   701 £   360 £ 698 £ 458 

       
 

Charges for exclusive rights of burial are on a par, or slightly higher than neighbouring towns, 

however charges for interment and the erection of memorials are lower giving an overall lower 

cost than Ludlow for example.  

A 6% increase would, based on 2022/2023 estimates generate an additional £980 and bring 

the overall cost into closer alignment with other small market town burials.  
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7. Grazing Rights  

Charges for grazing rights have remained static since 2014.  The council needs to ensure that 

tenants are able to access the land for grazing as per the agreement.  There are ongoing 

negotiations with the farmer grazing on Coppice Leasowes.  The agreement term for White 

Leasowes runs from 1st January to 30th November.  

 

There are some issues which need to be resolved with the current tenants with regard to 

grazing times (Coppice Leasowes) and security of boundaries (White Leasowes).  It is 

recommended that these are resolved prior to any increase in rent. The amounts involved are 

small and would not have a significant impact on the Council’s ability to improve its income 

generation.  

 

8. Donations and Grants  

From time to time the Town Council receives donations from residents and organisations 

towards specific projects such as the path across Coppice Leasowes, maintenance of Rectory 

Wood and the installation of new play equipment in All Stretton.  Last year the Council received 

£6,000 from Shropshire Council’s welcome back fund which was used on new / additional 

Christmas lights.  

It is planned to apply for grant funding for some of the major projects the Council wishes to 

undertake, play equipment in Brooksbury Park and work in Sandford Avenue Park.   The 

council should seek grant funding wherever possible.   

9. Hire of Council Assets  

 

9.1 Russells Meadow and Pavilion 

Russells Meadow Pavilion and sports pitches are used by Church Stretton football team, the 

junior team Magpies and the Cricket Club.  The councils own youth club is held in the Pavilion 

on Tuesday evenings. The building may also be hired to other groups.  

In order to recoup the VAT from building costs the building has been exempt from charges.  

Charging may start from April 2023.  

In financial year 2021/22 costs for running the Pavilion were: 

Heating / Lighting:  £2,633 

Repairs / Maintenance:  £635 

Cleaning and materials: £1,781 

The outdoor team usually spend approximately 6 hours per week on mowing and general 

ground works.  A reasonable estimate of running costs for the year would be in the region of 

£6,000 per year.  

 

The table below is the charging structure as agreed in 2017, no charges have been levied on 

the use of the pitches or building since 2018.  

 

Per Season  with changing rooms  without changing rooms  

Full Pitch   £                      352.40   £                            255.30  

Small Pitch  £                      158.30   £                            112.35  
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Mini Pitch  £                        91.90   £                              46.00  

One off games    

Full Pitch  £                        47.00   £                              34.70  

Small Pitch  £                        21.45   £                              15.35  

Mini Pitch  £                        12.25   £                                6.15  

Hire of Field     

Commercial   £                      150.00   
Community   £                        50.00   
Hire of Pavilion   

Commercial   £                        12.00   
Community / Charity   £                        10.00   

   

Prices Inc VAT    
 

In April 2019 the three sports clubs which use the grounds and pavilion were invoiced 
£500 each which is a reduced rate for the use of multiple pitches and the pavilion.  
 
 
VAT implications 
Hire of the Pavilion (without use of pitch) is business VAT exempt. 
 
Hire of combined facilities (pitches and changing / storage areas): VAT is standard 
rated unless the four conditions of hire qualify for exemption as sporting lets: 
  

1. The let is for a series of ten or more sessions. 
2. The interval between each session is at least one day but not more than 14 

days. 
3. There is a written agreement that the series is to be paid for as a whole. 
4. The sports clubs have exclusive use of the facilities. 

 

The sporting clubs do not have exclusive use of the facilities therefore standard rate 

VAT is applied, if this is not passed on to the hirers, the income from the charges 

above will be 20% less.  

 

9.2 Rectory Wood and Field  

Rectory Field is charged at £150 per day.  The main user is the Scout Group. 

 

10. Allotments  

The allotments site is approximately 2 acres with 65 plots.  The tenancy agreement is with 

the allotments society who collect rents and run the allotment site.   

The maximum amount of rent which can be charged for an allotment garden tenancy 

is such rent “as a tenant may reasonably be expected to pay for the land if let for such 

use on the terms (other than the terms as to rent) on which it is in fact let” (section 

10(1), Allotments Act 1950). This obscure phrase was applied by a court in 1981 to 

refuse a council permission to raise its rent from 30p a rod to £1 a rod. 

 

The rental for the site is £253 per year.  The council does not provide any other service to 

the allotments other than insurance.   
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11. Income from Grounds Maintenance 

From time to time the outdoor team undertakes work on behalf of other organisations.  To date 

these have been mowing at the Longmynd Adventure Centre and cutting the basal growth 

from trees on Sandford Avenue on behalf of Shropshire Council.  These works are priced 

individually based on the number of man hours to complete.  

 

12. Council as a Sole Trustee  

Church Stretton Town Council is the sole trustee for Brooksbury Recreation Ground, Sandford 

Avenue Park and Silvester Horne charities.  Charging structures for these will be reviewed 

prior to January 2023. 

 

13. Recommendation  

That the Finance Committee considers the report and makes recommendations to Full Council 

in November 2022 for implementation in April 2023. 

 

14. Licence Agreements  

Following a Council recommendation on the revised fees the following agreements/licences 

will need to be updated: 

 

 Allotments  

 Grazing agreement – Coppice Leasowes 

 Grazing agreement – White Leasowes  

 Market Franchise 

 Hire / usage agreements with sports teams (Russells Meadow and Brooksbury 

Charity). 


