
 
 
CHURCH STRETTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY – FINAL REPORT 
 
Introduction to report and overview of main findings 
 
The final report of the Housing Needs Survey is presented to the Town Council. It has been a 
mammoth effort and thanks go to the members of the Steering Group – Jim Bunce, Jim 
Petch, Cllr Davies, Cllr Luck and Cllr Munro. 
 
The nearly 40% return rate is remarkable, and the high rate of return has generated a strong 
and powerful dataset which can be used widely to inform residents and other groups about 
the town and its demographics. 
 
Beyond that the conclusions which the survey draws about housing need are powerful and 
clear and must be shared with all concerned, and they are: 
 

 The town wants one and two bed affordable homes, and is strongly opposed to the 
building of any more large detached houses.  

 The survey has identified a need of 130 affordable homes over the next five years – 
or 26 a year. Some of these will come from normal churn as people move out and 
the remainder will need to be built. 

 A number of brownfield sites have been identified and new build properties will start 
from around £150,000, which with discount will be from £120,000 

 The CSTC Planning team will work to bring these developments forward and will 
work with Shropshire Council to ensure that s106 agreements ensure appropriate 
protections for local residents 

 By focusing on brown field developments within the town boundary, the 
surrounding countryside can be protected from development, something which 
residents say is very important. 

 The report recommends the establishment of a Community Land Trust within the 
Strettons in order to progress properties which will be available at below market 
rent. 

 



The next steps are as have been promised. The HNS results and recommendations will be 
fed into Stage 2 of the Examination in Public of the Shropshire Local Plan, and will be shared 
with colleagues and partners. 
 
Thereafter, we will use the HNS findings as one of the bedrocks of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
which will help to facilitate the conclusions from the HNS and help glue them to the 
Shropshire Local Plan. 
 
This has been an enormous piece of work, and it sets the town up nicely. It tells us clearly 
what the town needs and not what developers want, and accords well with the general view 
of the public that we must provide homes for young people, we must offer protection to 
local residents and we must cherish and preserve the wonderful countryside which 
surrounds our town. Moreover, it will provide a solid foundation for what comes next – the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Resolution 
 
The Council is requested to comment on the report and receive the Housing Needs Survey. 


