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Church Stretton Town Council 
Mayors Report 25th October 2022 
 

Councillor vacancy 
Shropshire Council have this week confirmed that residents have not called an election to fill 
the vacancy arising from the resignation of Graham Lewis for reasons of ill health. The 
Council has written to Graham offering our best wishes. 
 
Accordingly, the Council will advertise a casual vacancy to be co-opted in the manner used 
previously. Because Graham was himself co-opted, the Council will remain with 11 elected 
and two co-opted members, which has no impact on matters like General Power of 
Competence. 
 
Please alert any residents who you think may be interested to the vacancy.  

Flooding in Essex Road 
The work in Essex Road has been completed for now, with all holes having been reinstated. It 
is likely that further work will be needed to install some liners to ensure that other sections 
of the pipe do not fail. Meanwhile a large amount of debris has been removed and STW 
believe that this will have increased the performance of the pipe.  

Leak in Sandford Avenue Park 
An investigation into low water pressure has revealed a leak in Sandford Avenue Park.  A 
survey was commissioned and a significant leak discovered in the area at the entrance to the 
compound.  Severn Trent require that his be attended to urgently at the risk of a fine. A 
quotation has been accepted and the work will be completed shortly. 

Service 435 bus 
A number of residents have raised concerns regarding changes to the route of the 
Shrewsbury-Ludlow bus service, and in particular that the bus will no call at the villages of 
All Stretton and Little Stretton. 
 
Having spoken to the operators, Minsterley Motors, they confirm that there are no 
proposed changes. 
 
Thinking is that a recent imaginative application by SC for a grant to connect more outlying 
villages to the 435 by minibus was turned down and this has morphed into the fear that 
existing villages will be removed from the route. This is not the case. 

Housing Needs Survey and Neighbourhood Plan 
The final report of the Housing Needs Survey is still being polished following significant 
changes around affordability arising from changes to mortgage and interest rates. However, 
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key findings have been fed into the Local Plan and have been shared with others when 
requested.  
 
The key findings remain that the town identifies a strong need for 1 and 2 bedroom units for 
both newly forming households and to service those who may wish to downsize whilst 
remaining in the parish. Balanced against the need is the supply, and data suggests that likely 
supply of 1 and 2 bed homes will be broadly in line with need at around 120 units over the 
next five years, which should be met through developments within the existing development 
boundary. 
 
Following meetings with Shropshire Council reported previously, the formal ‘Application to 
designate a Neighbourhood Area’ under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 has been submitted to Shropshire 
Council, a copy of which application is attached. 

VAR speed cameras 
Following requests from the communities in both Little Stretton and All Stretton, field visits 
were recently completed to identify possible sites in both villages. The considerations 
include width of the road and verge, availability of power supplies and sightlines. 
 
A technical report has been commissioned from a local highways expert (free of charge) 
which will then lead to discussions with any land owners involved. Thereafter, possible 
funding sources will be explored with both village societies being supportive. Shropshire 
Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner also have funds for these purposes. 
 
The proposals will then be submitted to Shropshire Council for execution. 

Drugs Action Group 
The Church Stretton Drugs Action Group formally adopted its own constitution on 29th 
September and became established as an independent body. We wish them well. 

Meeting with Cllr Lezley Picton, Leader, Shropshire Council 
The Chair and Clerk were very grateful for the time spent by the Leader of Shropshire 
Council to discuss Church Stretton. It was a very good and constructive meeting, and in 
broad terms covered: 

 The status of the Council and that the Council was now operating effectively 

 The aims and ambitions of the Council, funding and our plans for the future 

 Ways in which CSTC can help Shropshire Council 
 
During the two hour meeting Cllr Picton showed a strong knowledge of the town and was 
keen to work with the Council on a number of joint projects. The Mayor thanked her for her 
time and for the support we have received from officers. 
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Application to designate a Neighbourhood Area 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulation 2012 
 
Town Clerk details: 
Name:  Gillian Bailey 
Address: 60 High Street, Church Stretton, SY6 6BY   
Email:  townclerk@churchstretton-tc.gov.uk   
Tel no.: 01694 722113 
 
Relevant body: 
We confirm that we are the relevant body to undertake neighbourhood plan in our area 
in accordance with section 61G of the 1990 Act and section 5C of the 2012 
Regulations. 
 
Name of Council 
Church Stretton Town Council 
 
Extent of the area: 
Whole Parish boundary area – please see map attached. 
 
Justification statement: 
The parish of Church Stretton comprises the town of Church Stretton and the surrounding 
villages of All Stretton, Little Stretton, Hordersley and Minton. Church Stretton is the only 
substantial town in the Shropshire Hills AONB and serves as an important centre for the wider 
area, in particular through the provision of medical and care services, transport, shopping, a 
leisure centre and swimming pool, a library and the arts. The Town has demonstrated its 
enthusiasm for the development of services in the town, has a strong sense of community 
and is enthusiastic about the development of a Neighbourhood Plan. Such a plan will be 
strongly informed by the town’s recent Housing Needs Survey and Shropshire Council’s Local 
Plan, and is the ideal opportunity to ensure that Church Stretton remains a vibrant and 
healthy community able to support both the immediate and surrounding communities into 
the future. 
 
Name:  Gillian Bailey   
 
Position: Locum Town Clerk 
 
Date:   20th October 2022 
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