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Introduction  
 
This management plan details and guides the management, maintenance, 
development and improvement of Sandford Avenue Park, Church Stretton now and 
over the next five years, in the most appropriate way possible. Current funds are 
limited and will therefore be utilised carefully prioritising health and safety issues.   
 
In developing this management plan consideration has been taken of the Park Survey 
undertaken in 2015 and the more recent Park Consultation undertaken in 2021.  The 
Town Council would like to stress the importance it places on its commitment to involve 
the whole community in shaping the future of Sandford Avenue Park. 
 
This management plan should be treated as a living and evolving document; that is 
open to review and adaptation in the ever changing environment.  This document is 
the one location where all those with a connection to the Park should be confident that 
all information connected with the Park can be found.  
 
The plan provides information on the past, the present and the detailed future plans 
and aspirations for the Park, and how these are to be achieved. As the programme 
and action plans are explored further, detailed, costed plans will be drawn up at each 
stage for the Town Council to agree funding, which may include: 
 

 Use of existing Park balances 

 Grants 

 Maximising opportunities for income generation 

 Fundraising  

 Community Neighbourhood Fund 

 Precept 

 
The Council recognises the importance that open space has on the lives of almost 
everyone who lives and works around the park and we believe that the combination of 
effective management and community involvement of all our open spaces offers 
considerable potential for helping Church Stretton to be a thriving and more cohesive 
community.  
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1. Church Stretton  
 
 Church Stretton is the second largest Market Town in South Shropshire with a 

total population of around 4,200 and an electorate of around 3,600. 
 

It is located within the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB) and a significant proportion of the town is in a Conservation Area. 
 
The Town Council boundary extends beyond the limits of Church Stretton, 
extending to the summit of the Long Mynd and encompassing a number of 
nearby communities and isolated properties. 
 

 
 
1.1 Open Space in Church Stretton 
 
 Church Stretton is situated in the beautiful County of Shropshire, nestled 

within the Shropshire Hills of Carding Mill Valley and the Long Mynd to the 
West and Caer Caradoc to the East.   

 
 The Town Council manage approximately 200 acres of open spaces and is 

the only town in Shropshire to have two designated Local Nature Reserves. 
The open spaces managed by the Town Council include the following: 

 Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve  
 Rectory Wood and Field Nature Reserve 
 Sandford Avenue Park 
 Brooksbury Recreation Ground 
 Russell’s Meadow Playing Field and Pavilion 
 Cunnery Road and Greenhills Cemeteries 
 Church Stretton and All Stretton War Memorial Sites 
 All Stretton Play Area 
 Hazler Triangle 
 Station Patch 

  

https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/
https://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/shaping-the-future/town-planning-guides/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/coppice-leasowes/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/rectory-wood-fields/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/sandford-ave-recreation-park/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/brooksbury-recreation-ground/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/russells-meadow-pavilion/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/cemeteries/
https://www.churchstretton-tc.gov.uk/town-council-services/war-memorials/
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2. Sandford Avenue Park  
 
2.1 History 
 
 Sandford Avenue Park was gifted to the Town in 1925 by Property Developer 

Ralph Beaumont Benson as a recreation ground for the benefit of the town’s 

residents and is managed as a Charity by the Town Council.  
 
 The charitable aims of the Park are: 
 
 “in the interest of social welfare, to improve the conditions of life for the 

inhabitants of the area of benefit without distinction of political, religious or 
other opinions by the provision and maintenance of a recreation ground.” 

 
 The Park is located within a conservation area, surrounded by the beautiful 

Shropshire hills of Church Stretton, an Area of Outstanding Natural beauty, 
dubbed ‘Little Switzerland’ by the Victorians due to its landscape and 
development as a health resort. 

 
 Of significant historical value are the wrought iron gates and railings at the 

entrance to the Park off the A49.  These were designed and made by M. 
Hermann a Belgian refugee who lived in Church Stretton during the First 
World War and had a workshop and forge by the station.   

 
2.2 The Park Today 
 
 Today the Park is a very pleasant recreational amenity that can best be 

approached and seen from the busy A49 running alongside it.  The Park 
features an attractive pavilion adjacent to the Bowling Green; well stocked 
flowerbeds; beautiful tree cover and a number of footpaths which all combine 
to give the Park a very traditional Edwardian feel to its design.   

 
 The Park caters for a number of different visitors of all ages with the following 

facilities currently available: 
 

 Bowling Green with Pavilion 

 Two Grass fenced Croquet Lawns with Shelter 

 Three fenced hard tennis courts and Pavilion  

 Crazy Golf Area  

 Children’s Play Area 

 Toddler Play Area  

 BMX Bike Track  

 Skate Park 

 Two tarmacked areas one with Bike-Ability Tracks 

 Large grassed area  

 
 The Park features a number of benches for visitors throughout the area, there 

are also shelters provided by the play areas and the Tennis Pavilion houses a 
toilet, which is open to the public whilst a groundsman is on site. 
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 Located in the Park is the secure compound area for Church Stretton Town 
Council. 

 
2.3 Location  
 
 Sandford Avenue Park is located alongside the A49, the grid reference for the 

site is SO457937. 
 
 The Park covers an area of 6.25 acres and is situated in the Ward of Church 

Stretton North. Adjoining the Park is the Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve 
and access to walks through the Nature reserve can be reached.   

 
2.4 Access  
 
 The main access to the Park is via the wrought iron gates next to the 

crossroads on the A49.  Alternative accesses can be found via a gate to the 
north end off the A49 by-pass and a pedestrian access gate across the 
railway line off Churchill Road.  

 
2.5 Current Position  
 
 A Town Park Survey was undertaken in 2015 which took place over a number 

of days (including weekends) to help gauge use of the park and the potential 
for the future.  This survey concluded that given the size of the Park it had 
considerably more capacity to cater for much higher numbers than were 
currently accessing the Park.   

 
 A further public consultation was undertaken in 2021 with the aim of 

understanding the local community’s use of the Park and the improvements 
they would like to see.   

 
 Both the survey and the consultation provided recommendations for the 

Council to implement however, due to staffing shortages and the restrictions 
brought about by the COVID pandemic limited resources were available to 
fulfil these recommendations.  The aim of the Management Plan is to bring all 
areas of the Park under one simple plan setting out how the area is to be 
managed; identifying the key areas for immediate change; and mapping out a 
plan for the future development and use of the Park.    

 
 This plan contains a detailed look at every aspect of the Park, identifying 

opportunities for change/enhancement, how this will be undertaken and the 
proposed timescale. However, this is an evolving plan that will take into 
consideration future changes due to current circumstances.   
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3.0 Financial Information  
 

Historically Sandford Avenue Park Charity has been funded by a £40,000 per 
annum grant from Church Stretton Town Council, from which staffing costs 
were recouped in the region of £35 - £30,000. 
 
In 2021 the internal auditor advised that VAT should have been applied to the 
invoices where financial transactions were made.  The VAT due has now been 
repaid and no further recharges have been made; the Town Council agreeing 
to support the park ‘in kind’ by covering staffing, vehicles, equipment and 
insurance costs.  The park received a grant in 2021, without any recharges and 
therefore currently carries a balance of: 
 
31st March 2022.             

 £82,407  
Less repairs and maintenance invoices due.    £18,419   
(safety matting, and repairs to toddler equipment) 

                                                                                 £63,988 
 
3.1 Income  

 
The park received income from court fees for Tennis, Bowling and Croquet this 
averages between £5- £6,000 per year.  

 
3.2 Expenditure  
 

Expenditure on running costs, excluding staff, insurance, costs and running 
costs for equipment and vehicles averages £5,000 per annum.  From time to 
time there are additional maintenance costs, for example extensive work to the 
Bowling Green was required in 2021.  

 
3.3 Budgeting  
 
 The Council will need to develop a budget for the Park to support any shortfall 

between income and running costs.  
 

The Council may wish to consider an annual grant to build up reserves to 
undertake some the maintenance work required and to supplement any grants 
the Council may seek.  
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3.4 Year End Account and Bank Reconciliation  

31st March 2021 
Receipts 

31st March 
2022 

                                     
55.03  Interest 

                                 
9.74  

                                
2,638.77  Sales 

                          
5,076.12  

                              
40,000.00  Grants 

                                     
-    

                              
42,693.80   

                          
5,085.86  

    Payments  
                                     

64.15  Electricity 0 
                                     

71.16  Water 57.98 
                                   

894.34  Other Payments 638 
                                           

-    Independent Examination 403.2 
                                

6,319.78  Repairs and Maintenance 
                          

3,727.51  
                                

7,349.43   

                          
4,826.69  

   
                              

46,803.73  Opening Balance 

                        
82,148.10  

                              
42,693.80  Plus Receipts 

                          
5,085.86  

                                
7,349.43  Less Payments 

                          
4,826.69  

                              
82,148.10   

                        
82,407.27  

   

 

Cash Held 
  

                              
68,588.99  Community Direct Plus Account 

                        
68,838.42  

                                
8,137.57  Business Select Instant Access 

                          
8,140.11  

                                
5,421.54  Virgin Deposit Account 

                          
5,428.74  

                              
82,148.10   

                        
82,407.27  
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4.0 Vision for the Future  
 
4.1 Mission Statement 
 
 Church Stretton Town Council will provide a welcoming place, that seeks to 

enable, encourage, and promote greater use of the Sandford Avenue Park by 
all age groups and sections of the local community, thus helping to increase 
the personal, social and environmental well-being or all visitors.  

 
 We will achieve this by: 

 protecting and enhancing Sandford Avenue Park;  

 encouraging all sections of the community to value and use the Park together; 

 ensuring the health and safety of all users of the park and its facilities;  

 promoting and enhancing the Park’s wildlife, biodiversity and landscape values;  

 promoting and enhancing/expanding a wide range of physical activities; 

 bringing fun and challenges to local children, whilst promoting their health, 
awareness and self-confidence; 

 stimulating imagination and creativity;  

 promote active participation in the Park and its facilities;  

 appreciating the peaceful open space and heritage of the Park; 

 promoting healthy lifestyles, and physical and mental well-being; 

 enhancements to the Park to ensure its accessibility for all members of the 
community; 

 encouraging the local community to be aware of the environmental; social and 
historical features of the Park; 

 enhancements to the Park to bring it to its full potential whilst boosting community 
self-esteem and civic pride 

 undertaking work to enhance the Park to enable it to become a Green Flag 
Awarded Park, ensuring maintaining this status in all future work for the Park  
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5.0 The Park and its Facilities – Access  
 
5.1 Park Access  
 
 The majority of Park users enter the Park via the main park entrance next to 

the A49 crossroads.  There is no car parking facility within the Park area and 
most visitors access the park on foot.  However, footpaths close to this area 
are narrow and some parents have expressed concerns about the approach 
the Park and the safety of their children.  Concerns have also been expressed 
about the accessibility for wheelchair users.  

 
 The alternative access to the Park from Churchill Road, crossing the Railway 

line is well used, but again safety has been highlighted as an issue for this 
area.   

 
Although many families advised in the 2021 consultation that they utilised the 
Park to help teach their children to ride a bike, evidence has been provided of 
very few other cyclists, accessing the Park, this could be due to access, or 
more simply because there is a limited range of activities to encourage 
cyclists within the Park.   

 
Historically steps have been provided off Sandford Avenue, to enable people 
to access the Park, however these were very steep, and posed a danger to 
many visitors. To reinstate these would only provide access to a limited 
element of the local community and would not provide an all-accessible 
solution. In the 2021 Consultation many visitors felt a footbridge leading into 
the Park would be a better solution to accessibility. 
 
Management aims and objectives:  

 maintain the current accesses to the Park to ensuring safety to visitors at all 
times; 

 investigate the possibility of alternative access provision to the Park, taking 
into consideration access for all abilities;  

 investigate cycle routes to the Park from nearby areas and look at how these 
could be improved;  

 consider the installation of bike storage racks to encourage more cyclists into 
the area; 

 
5.2 Pathways 
 
 The Park has a maze of different pathways leading people across the main 

facilities of the Park, constructed mainly of tarmac, and evidence provided in 
the 2021 consultation shows that these paths are enjoyed not only by 
pedestrians, but also by children on bikes and scooters, and wheelchair 
users.  

 
Repairs of paths over the years, have resulted in thinner layers of tarmac 
being laid, which has resulted in some of the paths disintegrating in patches 
and all paths need assessing and repairing to ensure the health and safety of 
all visitors.   
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 Paths by the Tennis Pavilion have been highlighted as being in a bad state of 
repair, requiring immediate attention. To enable access to be provided, and 
ensure the health and safety of all visitors it is important that all pathways are 
monitored on a regular basis and repairs undertaken in a timely manner.  The 
paths that lead round the Tennis courts are edged with a narrow strip of turf, it 
would be beneficial to remove these turfed areas and preferably increase the 
path width up to the court netting.   Not only would this help with general Park 
maintenance but would also increase the width of the paths, making 
accessibility easier for visitors.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to undertake immediate repairs to paths which pose a risk to visitor health 
and safety;  

 to remove turfed areas next to the Tennis Court pathways to help increase 
path width and assist with Park maintenance; 

 to undertake a programme of regular inspections and monitoring for all paths 
within the Park and set up a system of reporting to ensure any health and 
safety issues are addressed in a timely manner; 

 to instigate a programme of cyclical maintenance for all paths within the Park 
to ensure good levels of maintenance at all times for all paths.  

 
5.3 Entrance Gate and Railings  
 
 The main entrance gate to Sandford Park is via the Wrought Iron Gates and 

railings leading off Sandford Avenue.  These gates and railings were provided 
as a Memorial gift from the Town Hall Pageant Committee.  Belgian Refugee 
M. Hermann, who lived in Church Stretton during the First World War, 
designed and made the gates at his workshop and forge by the railway 
station. A cutting from the Local and District News section of the March 1915 
Church Stretton Advertiser advises:  

 
 “Dr Higginson, who has just returned from active service with the Red Cross in 

Servia, presided at the meeting of the Pageant Committee in the Town Hall. 
The business was to consider the allocation of funds for the erection of 
Memorial gates for the recreation ground. 

 
It was thought that the gates might serve a double purpose, that of reminding 
future generations of the time when the Belgian refuges were in this country (if 
the work was given to the Belgian refugee Mr Herrman to carry out) as well as 
being a memorial gift from the Pageant Committee. 
 
It was decided that Mr Herrman should be instructed to do the work under the 
supervision of a sub-committee and that the Council be asked to affix a plate 
stating that the gates were made by a Belgian refugee workman.”  

 
 On investigating the possibility of repainting the gates and railings in 2022 it 

was found that they were in a bad condition, and due to their historic nature in 
need of repair by a specialist.   These gates are of significant heritage value to 
the Park and it is likely that grant funding will be required to assist in procuring 
the work to bring them back up to standard.  It is vital that these gates and 
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railings are maintained for the future and that the public are made aware of 
the heritage value of these to the Town.  

 
Management aims and objectives: 

 to source specialist contractors and quotes for the repair of the gates and 
railings; 

 to design and install a heritage information board describing the history of the 
gates and railings and the heritage value that they represent to Church 
Stretton; 

 to implement a system of monitoring for the gates and railings and a system 
of reporting potential problems; 

 to investigate the possibility of a cyclical maintenance programme for the 
gates and railings and whether this can be led by the Council’s Outdoor Team 
or has to be outsourced to a heritage professional;  

 
5.4 Signage  
 
 A welcome sign for the Park can be found at the main park entrance.  This 

includes a small map of the Park and sets out the rules of the Park to visitors, 
provides information on who manages the Park, and the relevant contact 
details of Church Stretton Town Council.  Approximately 2m away from this 
sign there is also a sign that provides the charges for the various sporting 
activities that can be undertaken in the Park.   Unfortunately, most of the 
information on these boards is out of date and is in urgent need of attention.  
Although it is beneficial to have charges on display, this requires that the 
signage is replaced every time the charges are reviewed and, in this 
electronic world we are living in there are other possibilities such as QR codes 
that could assist with this and a better way of addressing fees for activities 
needs to be investigated.  There is also signage at the entrance to the Park 
advertising ‘Pay and Play’ for sporting activities. 

 
 This is currently the only signage in the Park, there are no fingerposts or way 

markers to lead people to designated areas, which could assist with 
navigation across the Park, particularly for new visitors.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to consider whether the main welcome sign for the Park needs to be 
replaced; 

 to consider the removal of the current fees sign, and investigate alternative 
methods of displaying fees for visitors; 

 to consider the display of current fees, and how facilities can be accessed at 
each sporting location;  

 to consider removal of the ‘Pay and Play’ sign as this is currently misleading 
for visitors; 

 to investigate the possibility of installing fingerposts or way markers to help 
navigation around the Park;  
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6.0 The Park and its Facilities – Sport 
 
6.1 Bowling Green  
 
 The Bowling Green is an area measuring 40m x 40m and has a Pavilion for 

users of the Green to utilise.  The green is maintained and cut by Church 
Stretton Town Council’s outdoor team and currently used by local clubs in the 
area.   

 
 A protocol for use of the Bowling Green was drawn up in 2014, this states that 

the area is a public facility and not private and therefore the area can be used 
not only by Clubs, but also by the local public.  However, the current Clubs 
using the green are very pro-active in assisting with maintaining the area and 
the Bowling Pavilion and actively recruit new members. The greens are 
generally only accessed by Club members; season tickets are available from 
Church Stretton Town Council, enabling users to access the green at any 
time.   

 
 Although the protocol states that the Season Ticket is available for use at any 

time in the day except for times of maintenance and cutting, such work 
requires the Green to be cut at least twice per week; feeding and edging; 
scarifying in the Autumn; and wooden edging replacement.  This work can be 
difficult to navigate through the summer months and a regular time for 
maintenance, that all members are aware of would resolve this issue, and 
would assist the outdoor team in scheduling of workloads.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate access to the green for all users; whether this would work for 
this area, and consider any promotional requirements;   

 to address the fees charged for use of the green to ensure they are of 
sufficient value to assist with the maintenance and management of the green; 

 to review the protocol agreement for use of the Bowling Greens; 

 to investigate the replacement of wooden edging boards with boards that 
have a longer lifespan, which could potentially ease maintenance 
responsibilities; 

 to introduce a regular schedule of maintenance for the green that all users 
are aware of;  

 to ensure flexibility of use is maintained as much as possible; 

 to investigate a better irrigation system for the Green;  

 
6.2 Tennis Courts  
 
 There are 3 fenced hard tennis courts within the Park area measuring 51m x 

35m, and there is a Pavilion for users to utilise.  The courts are predominantly 
used by members of Church Stretton Lawn Tennis Club, with them having 
exclusive use of the area during allotted times on Monday, Wednesday and 
Sunday during the Summer and Winter seasons and also on Fridays during the 
summer season, and a scheme of fees charged by the Club depending on age 
and use is available.   
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A policy for the use of the tennis facilities was drawn up in 2014 and this states 
that the area is for public and not private use, therefore outside of the agreed 
allotted times, the tennis courts are available for the public to use should they 
wish.  Access to the courts, is via the Park Groundsman and the areas are 
gated.  Consideration needs to be given as to whether the current gates meet 
DDA requirements, to allow the courts to be used by wheelchair users, which 
would open the area up to all abilities.  Due to the nature of the work of the 
outdoor team there is not always a Groundsman on site in the Park so access 
to facilities for the public is restrictive, access for public use of these facilities 
was highlighted as an issue in both the Survey and the Consultation and ways 
on how access could be changed need to be investigated.  
 
In 2015 the Tennis Club drew up a 3-year development plan to “encourage and 
promote the playing and enjoyment of tennis for those living in, around or 
visiting Church Stretton; to grow the Club membership throughout the age 
range of players from Juniors to Seniors; and to work with the Town Council to 
improve tennis facilities in the Town Park.”  It is not clear whether any of the 
areas identified in this plan have been achieved. 
 
A scale of charges for public use of the Courts is available, but this is a 
complicated system and fees are higher than those charged by the local Leisure 
Centre, any individuals wishing use the facilities currently pay the Groundsman 
direct, which is not ideal; a revision of fees and how individuals can pay to 
access facilities would be appropriate.  
 
The Courts are maintained by the Church Stretton Town Council outdoor team 
and time is allocated by the Groundsman to ensure the courts are up to 
standard, this requires, leaves and ditches to be cleared and the Courts to be 
brushed, sprayed for weeds and moss removal each month, however tools for 
undertaking these tasks are restrictive within the team and need addressing.  
The Tennis Club do not currently assist with any maintenance for the Courts, 
except for the replacement of nets when needed, which was an area included 
within their 3-year plan.  
 
The current surfaces to the Courts have been in situ for many years and 
although are still useable they are in need of replacing to bring them up to an 
acceptable standard.  This is likely to be expensive and grant funding would 
need to be sort to address this issue.   
 
Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate progression of the Tennis Club 3-year plan, and to work with 
the Club to assist in turning these aims into actions;  

 to review the current Protocol Agreement for use of the Courts; 

 to investigate the current gates for the area and consider whether they meet 
current DDA requirements, and if not the associated costs and work required 
to make the area accessible for all; 

 to investigate the potential use of the Tennis Courts by members of the public 
and identify the different ways that this could be achieved to allow for the 
Courts to be accessible at all times, and the associated requirement for 
equipment use and the need for promotional activity; 
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 to revise the fees charged for use of the Tennis Court by individuals and 
investigate systems on how payments can be made; 

 to identify the tools needed to undertake appropriate maintenance of the 
Courts and their associated costs;  

 to investigate the current state of the Court surfaces, likely cost of 
replacement and potential funding streams available; 

 
6.3 Croquet Lawn  
 
 There are two fenced croquet lawns within the Park one measuring 26m x 

37m and one measuring 27m x 37m.  A protocol for use of the lawns was 
drawn up in 2013, due to the lawns still being used for Tennis; this states that 
the Croquet Club have exclusive use of both lawns on Tuesdays, however, 
these lawns are no longer used for Tennis.  

 
The lawns are maintained and cut by Church Stretton Town Council’s outdoor 
team, and the 2013 protocol states that the lawns are a public facility.  
Investigations into better access to the lawns for the public need to be 
considered, however, Church Stretton Croquet Club are extremely proactive 
on the recruitment of members and offer taster days for new users. 

 
 The Croquet Club also have access to the Tennis Pavilion where 

refreshments are prepared on match days.  
 
 The protocol for use of the area requires users to work in partnership with the 

Town Council’s outdoor team, this can sometimes be an issue, particularly in 
the main summer months and an agreement for the area not to be used on 
certain days alongside a programme of maintenance may need to be 
investigated to assist the Groundsman with the management of this area.  
Currently access to the lawns is only wide enough for smaller equipment, 
maintenance of the lawns could be improved by use of the small tractor and it 
would be beneficial to investigate the changes required to allow such access.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to revise the current Protocol Agreement relating to use of the lawns drawn 
up in 2013;  

 to investigate the potential of use of the area by the general public, and how 
this could be accessed or better promoted;  

 to investigate the possibility of an improved irrigation system for the lawns 

 to consider the installation of a double gate to the fenced area to allow access 
for small tractor to allow for improved maintenance; 

 to investigate the maintenance of the lawns and the possibility of introducing 
a regular time for maintenance and cutting;  

 
6.4 Crazy Golf  
 
 The Crazy Golf area has been a feature of the Park for many years, and 

before this a putting green was available for visitors.  The current Crazy Golf 
area measures 25m x 40m and is fenced to assist in containing golf balls to 
this area. However, the fencing provided is not of the best standard to suit the 
area’s needs and has been damaged over the years through climbing by 
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youths.  Along the fencing to the Crazy Golf are notices recognising all the 
businesses / individuals who have contributed to the play area over the years.  
These can only be seen from within the Crazy Golf area, and would be better 
placed on the equipment supported, to help promote the sponsorship in a 
more positive way for all.  

 
 Access to the Crazy Golf; its equipment and payment for use of the area is via 

the Park Groundsman; due to the nature of the work of the outdoor team there 
is not always a Groundsman available to provide access and the taking of 
payments is not an ideal solution.  Signage advising that people are able to 
access this area is also quite unclear and consideration needs to be given as 
to a more positive way to promote this area. Access to this area was raised as 
an issue in both the Survey and the Consultation and further investigations 
need to be undertaken to find a solution to use for all for this area.   

 
 The current course is maintained by Church Stretton Town Council’s outdoor 

team, the equipment is currently in a good state of repair and the area is 
regularly checked. It would be beneficial for a programme of cyclical 
maintenance to be agreed, this will not only ensure the longevity of the area 
but will help the outdoor team in work programming for the Park.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the current fencing arrangements for the Crazy Golf area and 
undertake replacement; 

 to investigate access to the Crazy Golf for all individuals; associated 
equipment hire and charges; possible payment methods; and the need for 
promotional activity; 

 to consider the current placing of the sponsorship boards along the fencing to 
the area and their potential relocation; 

 to consider the opportunity for local people / businesses to be able to sponsor 
areas of the Park to allow for future engagement and funding; 

 to consider the current maintenance programme for the area and consider the 
implementation of a cyclical maintenance programme for the future; 

 
6.5 BMX Track 
 
 The BMX Track is an area measuring 55m x 26m adjacent to the recreational 

field.  The area is a grass and soil track maintained by the Town Council’s 
outdoor team, due to the nature of the area it can be difficult to maintain and 
for ease of maintenance, and to allow accessibility during all seasons, would 
benefit from upgrading to a hardcore surface.  Once upgraded a system of 
regular checks, reporting and a cyclical maintenance programme would need 
to be introduced for the health and safety of all visitors.  

 
 Management aims and objectives:  

 to investigate the upgrading of the BMX track to a hardcore facility; 

 to ensure all outdoor team are trained to inspect BMX tracks; 

 to introduce a programme of regular checks; reporting and cyclical 
maintenance for the area 
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6.6 Skate Park  
 
 The Park previously had a Skate Park which was eventually dismantled and 

taken away, this was highlighted as an area that people wished to see 
reinstated in the 2015 Survey.  The current Skate Park was donated to the 
town and rebuilt over 18 months by the Skate Park Community Interest 
Company led, by Tom Rochester in 2021.  Since its installation the Town 
Council have been working in partnership with the Community Interest 
Company for the management, maintenance and regular inspection of the 
area, an arrangement that has worked extremely well and the Council would 
like to express their appreciation of the support provided by the company.   

 
 The Skate Park is currently in a fair state, but has been subject to vandalism 

in 2022, and the area is checked on a daily basis. To ensure the health and 
safety of all users of the area and the longevity of the equipment a 
programme of cyclical maintenance and regular inspection checks need to be 
implemented for this area. 

 
 Currently there is no signage within the Skate Park advising of the safe use of 

the area and appropriate age groups; the rules for the area and who manages 
the site.  This is needed for insurance purposes and should be addressed 
without delay.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to ensure all outdoor staff are appropriately trained for the inspection of Skate 
Parks; 

 to arrange for appropriate signage to be installed within the skate park to 
ensure insurance requirements are met; 

 to develop a programme of cyclical maintenance for the area;  
 

6.7 Recreational Field  
 
 The open space grassed area within the Park measures 37m x 53m x 77m.  

This is the perfect place for families to play games, walk their dog, or simply 
relax and enjoy time together.  The space has been used over the years as 
the main area for events organised by the Town Council and these have 
always proved popular for visitors.   

 
 In the Consultation undertaken in 2021 53% of those that responded advised 

that they would be interested in the Park having a running track around its 
perimeter.  Having such a track could allow for regular events such as Park 
Runs to take place or for children to be able to take part in the Mile Run 
initiative.  However, the implications on doing this and whether this is the best 
location for such a track would need to be completely explored before any 
commitments were made.   

 
 The area is maintained and cut by the Town Council’s outdoor team and 

cutting of this area is undertaken weekly during the growing season with 
maintenance and repairs to the area being done as part of the Winter 
programme.   
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 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the potential for a running track around the Park perimeter; any 
problems that this might present; it’s likely use and opportunities available; 
and any promotional requirements; 

 to ensure the programme of current maintenance is continued and 
investigate possible improvements;  

  
6.8 Potential Improvements – Sport Facilities  
 
 In the Consultation undertaken in 2021 a number of people raised interest in 

other potential areas for sports development in the Park: 
o Outdoor Gym Equipment 
o Outdoor Exercise / Training Sessions (such as Yoga or Bootcamps) 
o Equipment for Disabled Adults 
o MUGA (Multi Use Games Area)  

 

Management aims and objectives: 
 to explore the potential of outdoor training; whether it would be a viable 

concept; whether there were any local providers who may be interested; and 
any promotional requirements; 

 to investigate the potential provision of outdoor gym equipment for all abilities; 
the likely costs; and where this should be located; 

 to explore the possibility of a MUGA; its potential use; and where this could 
be located;  
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7.0 Park Facilities – Play  
 
7.1 Children’s Play Area  
 
 The play area for children within the Park has a number of pieces of 

equipment, swings, a slide and seesaw for older children, a multi-play area for 
juniors, and a toddler play area with, clatter bridge and boat.    

 
 Recent inspections of the play areas identified areas of concern and decisions 

were made to replace the safety matting under the equipment which was 
completed in May 2022; and to undertake repairs to the toddler clatter bridge 
and boat which were completed in July 2022.   

 
However, there are still a number of concerns for the play areas.  The swings 
have suffered some weather damage to the main frames which require 
welding and the wooden Junior climbing / adventure area has some 
significant areas of concern, which need addressing as follows: 

 
o replacement slide seat required for Junior Tower; 
o replacement platform floor required for Junior Tower; 
o replacement of climbing wall on Junior Tower; 
o main climbing board on Junior Tower slippery, metal starting to show; 
o clatter bridge for Junior Tower removed due to safety concerns; 
o one upright on climbing wall damaged – wall now removed due to safety 

concerns; 
o swinging log uprights lose in foundations; 
o all anti slip platforms across adventure area need replacing: 

 8 stepping stone log tops 
 6 stilt tops 
 swinging hex tops  
 9 x 800 non slip battens 

 
This play equipment is of a wooden construction, which although has a 25-
year guarantee is placed in an area that becomes extremely wet during the 
Autumn/Winter months.  Should repairs be undertaken it would be beneficial 
to invest in steel ground posts that the wooden equipment can be mounted 
upon to help with longevity of the equipment.  

 
 Although a popular area for children’s play there is no equipment that 

currently meets the needs of wheelchair users or children with extra sensory 
needs and the current path system in the area is not wheelchair accessible. 
This is an area that was highlighted in the 2021 Consultation and 
investigations into the possibility of the provision of such equipment and the 
necessary works to make the play area fully accessible for all abilities would 
be beneficial.   

 
 It has been highlighted that although regular checks of the equipment are 

undertaken further training needs to be provided for all members of the 
outdoor team to enable them to be qualified to undertake the inspections with 
confidence.  Within the Consultation undertaken in 2021 some people 
expressed a concern about whether the play area should be fenced in to 
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provide a safer area for children to play, where no dogs could enter, this is 
something that could be investigated, but the costs of providing such fencing 
and the visual effect to the Park would need to be fully considered before any 
decisions were made.  

 
 The steel play equipment, other than the repairs required to the swings, is 

currently in a good state of repair, and this, with proper maintenance, should 
last for a number of years.  It would, therefore be beneficial for a programme 
of cyclical maintenance to be developed for this equipment to ensure both 
longevity and the health and safety of all users.  

 
 Although there is signage at the entry to the Park, there is no signage within 

the Play Area advising on the use of equipment and appropriate age groups; 
the rules for the area and who manages the site.  This is needed for insurance 
purposes and should be addressed without delay.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate as a matter of urgency the repairs required to the wooden 
adventure play equipment to the Park and consider the costs of repairs 
weighed against the cost of replacing with equipment that will withstand 
current Park conditions; 

 to arrange for appropriate signage to be installed within the play area to 
ensure insurance requirements are met; 

 to investigate the repairs required to the swings and ensure these are 
undertaken in a timely manner; 

 to investigate the provision of accessible play equipment for children with 
additional needs; 

 to upgrade the paths for the play area to allow them to be wheelchair 
accessible;  

 to ensure full training for the Outdoor Team to enable them to confidently 
check equipment and enable CPD training to ensure that current Health and 
Safety standards are met at all times; 

 to investigate the benefits of fencing the play area, and the potential effect on 
the whole Park;  

 to develop a programme of cyclical maintenance for the Play Area, including 
equipment, safety matting and grounds maintenance issues; 

 
7.2 Bike-Ability Track  
 
 There is a tarmacked area measuring approximately 14m x 25m within the 

Park space, which has markings for cycle users, which has historically been 
used for cycling proficiency.  These markings are now extremely worn and in 
need of repainting.  The bike-ability scheme has now replaced the old cycling 
proficiency for children and should the markings be replaced this would 
provide a potential training facility in the local area, and for families to use with 
children learning to cycle.   

 
 This area has also been used by model car racers and with the markings in 

situ provides an enjoyable activity for people of all ages, in a safe location.   
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 As the markings for the Bike-Ability trail would tend to be covering the outside 
circle area this would leave potential for other traditional games, such as 
hopscotch or snakes and ladders to be marked out in the central area.  This 
again would provide a new dimension for users of the Park that could be 
simply enjoyed by all ages.   

 
 The area requires regular checks for the health and safety of all users and 

should repainting be undertaken depending on how this is done, the area may 
need to be refreshed to prevent weather damage; a programme of regular 
inspections and cyclical maintenance would be beneficial, to ensure longevity 
and the health and safety of all users.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the potential of repainting the markings for the bike track in line 
with Bike-Ability recommendations; 

 to investigate the potential of creating more play space through markings in 
the central part of the area to enhance play for all users; 

 to implement a programme of regular checks and cyclical maintenance; 

 to evaluate the potential promotional requirements; 

 
7.3 Potential Improvements – Play Facilities  
 
 In both the Survey and the Consultation the following items were identified by 

respondents as possible areas for improvement for play: 
o Roundabout; 
o Climbing Frame; 
o Adventure Play;  
o Pull up bars etc. for teenagers; 
o Rope climbing;  
o Splash Park; 
o Equipment for all abilities. 

 
Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the potential of expanding the play equipment to allow for better 
play for all ages and abilities; 

 to investigate the possible replacement of current damaged equipment with 
pieces identified as improvements in the 2021 Consultation;  
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8.0 Park Facilities – Amenities  
 
8.1 Bowling Club Pavilion and Shelter 
 
 The Bowling Pavilion is a space used solely by the Bowling Club, the Pavilion 

has an accessible ramp and has space for club users to relax, and 
refreshments are prepared and served by Club users in this space.  The 
interior of the Pavilion building is cleaned and looked after by the Bowling 
Club users.   

 
The Pavilion has toilet facilities, including disabled facilities to the rear, but 
although the toilet to the rear has a disabled ramp, access to this space is not 
at its best and the turning capability at the top of the ramp for wheelchairs is 
not sufficient.  The external door to the toilet needs replacing, and may need 
to be widened to allow it be wheelchair accessible, the internal space is 
sufficient, although repainting is required and a system of cyclical 
maintenance for this area needs to be developed.  

 
  The Pavilion and the Bowling Green areas are an attractive space to 

onlookers of the Park, with its visibility from the A49 this could be argued to be 
the first area seen by people visiting and passing through the town and this 
space, therefore needs to be maintained to a high level.  Currently the flower 
beds around the Bowling Green are maintained by the Ladies Club and 
members of the Club have provided weed membrane for around the Green, 
this has not, however been supported by the Council and consideration needs 
to be given to how this could be done. The exterior of the Pavilion is 
maintained by the Outdoor team and currently requires work to the guttering 
and repainting, there is currently no system of cyclical maintenance and this 
needs to be developed to ensure the building is looking its best and 
maintained to a high level. 

 
 There is a shelter next to the Bowling Green for users, and spectators of the 

sport, however this is in a bad state of repair and requires repairing.   
 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to undertake the necessary repairs to the shelter as a matter of urgency; 

 to investigate the repairs to the guttering and repainting to both the exterior 
and interior of the Pavilion; 

 to investigate the potential opportunities for supporting the work of Club 
members in assisting with maintaining the Green and surrounding area;  

 to develop a system of regular health and safety checks and cyclical 
maintenance programme; 

 
8.2 Tennis Club Pavilion and Toilet 
 

The Tennis Pavilion houses, the break out area for the Outdoor team, and a 
large group space with tables and chairs and a noticeboard for team 
challenges and general information.  As part of the Pavilion space there is 
also a toilet facility, this is open to the public and Tennis players during the 
normal weekday working hours of the outdoor team.  These spaces need 
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addressing to bring them up to standard for all users.  Access to the Pavilion 
is via a small step, this makes the area difficult to navigate for wheelchair 
users or those with other mobility issues and a ramp, similar to that provided 
for the Bowls Pavilion needs to be installed to resolve this issue.  

 
 The space for the toilets within the Tennis Pavilion is bigger than the area 

located at the rear of the Bowling Pavilion and could provide a better facility 
for all abilities than that currently on offer.  Quotes have been received for 
upgrading the toilets and installation of a kitchen area for the main Pavilion 
space, but these were of a significant cost and it was felt likely that funding 
may need to be accessed to allow these works to be undertaken and further 
consideration needed to be given to the urgency of these matters. However, 
crockery and equipment for the kitchen area were ordered but presently there 
is no space for these to be housed.  

 
  The Pavilion is an attractive space to onlookers of the Park, but needs to be 

maintained to an acceptable level.  Currently the space is maintained by the 
outdoor team and there are a number of maintenance issues that need 
resolving including: 

 
o replacement of guttering; 
o clearing of tree stumps to the rear; 
o repainting of the outside building, masonry and woodwork; 
o repairs and repainting of metal window grills; 
o replacement of damaged uprights to the front;  

 

Once the repairs are undertaken a system of cyclical maintenance to ensure 
longevity and regular maintenance of the building needs to be programmed. 
 
The break out space for the outdoor team, although serving their immediate 
needs, is not a large space and allows no opportunity to dedicate time to any 
paperwork or associated planning time for the team.  Considerations need to 
be undertaken to look at this area and whether this could be brought up to 
standard; whether the relocation of the team space to the compound area 
would be more beneficial; and if so the opportunities that utilising this area for 
other means, (eg a welcome hut operational at all times for visitors) would 
present.   

 
 to undertake the maintenance issues identified in the Plan for the Pavilion to 

bring it up to standard; 

 to install a ramp accessible by wheelchair users and those with mobility 
issues;  

 to investigate the possibility of upgrading the break-out space for the outdoor 
team to bring it up to an acceptable standard; or the relocation of the team 
space and the opportunities that could be available to utilise this space; 

 to investigate the cost of installing a kitchen area / cupboard storage for the 
main space to allow for teas to be served on competition days; 

 to investigate the potential for opening the toilet facilities at all times; 

 to investigate the potential for provision of utilities to the Park area to enable 
upgrading of the Pavilion and toilet facilities.  
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 to investigate the cost of upgrading the toilet facilities and how these will be 
managed for the future to allow for this space to be available for all Park 
users; 

 to develop a system of regular health and safety checks and cyclical 
maintenance programme;  

 
8.3 Play Area Shelters  
 
 There are two shelters located by the children’s play areas.  These are of 

corrugated iron construction with benches.  The shelters are standing on 
grassed areas and significant wear and tear to the ground is evident.  The 
shelter construction appears sound, and is regularly checked by the outdoor 
team.   

 
The large shelter by the adventure play equipment is an area where gangs 
tend to congregate and some anti-social behaviour has been noticed. 
Recommendations for teen shelters are that to be safe they should be seen 
and removing the back of the shelter could assist in the problems associated 
with this shelter.  It would also benefit by being slightly repositioned to bring it 
alongside the path, this would assist in the winter months and with 
maintenance of the Park generally.  Both shelters would benefit from a regular 
programme of health and safety checks and cyclical maintenance. 

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the possibility of relocating the large corrugated shelter by the 
adventure play equipment to bring it in line with the path; 

 to investigate removal of the rear of the large corrugated shelter by the 
adventure play area to make it safer and seen;  

 investigate surfacing underneath the shelters to prevent further damage to 
the ground; 

 to develop a system of regular health and safety checks and cyclical 
maintenance programme;  

 
8.4 Benches 
 

There are a range of benches across the Park, which comprise a mixture of 
both general benches (including some placed for memorials) and picnic 
benches.  Originally benches in the Park were of a wooden and cast iron 
construction (known as ‘green benches’), but these have slowly been 
replaced with composite makes. These not only require no maintenance, but 
also assist in the Council’s aims for more sustainable resources.  There are 
currently 5 of the old benches remaining, that require replacement and a 
programme of replacement should be considered to ensure all these benches 
are replaced in a timely manner. 
  
Management aims and objectives: 

o to develop a programme of replacement for all ‘green benches’ 
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8.5 Town Council Compound 
 

The Compound for the outdoor team is located within the Park Space.  This 
consists of a parking area for staff, and a number of sheds, in differing states 
of repair.  The compound currently provides very little internal workspace for 
the outdoor team and equipment and tools are stored in a haphazard manner 
to the team’s best abilities in the spaces provided.  Consideration needs to be 
given to the arrangement, removal and organisation of the sheds to make the 
area more manageable for staff. Current buildings, their status, and potential 
use are as follows: 

 
o Shed 1 (small shed, corrugated construction) – currently in a state of disrepair 

and needs clearing and demolishing; 
o Shed 2 (large prefab with lean-to) – good state of repair left hand side of lean-to 

to be cleared to allow storage for Westwood Tractor, main shed has potential for 
workspace to be provided, but the shed needs to be cleared and old/unusable 
tools discarded and replaced as required; shelving / racking installed with an aim 
to be utilised as a gardeners building; 

o Shed 3 (mower shed) – in a good state of repair; currently storing an extremely 
old mower no longer in use; and a wheeled strimmer not owned by the Council, 
these items to be removed; 

o Shed 4 (Wooden shed) – in a good state of repair, but requires sorting and 
clearing of unsafe items (including the leaf blower and wooden steps), and items 
not owned by the Town Council. An oak bench is currently stored in this area 
which could be relocated to another area of the Park; shed has potential for a 
weather tight work area; 

o Shed 5 (Westwood Shed) – in a bad state of repair and needs clearing and 
demolishing; 

o Shed 6 (Trailer Shed) – in a good state of repair, and would be a good 
workspace; strimmers and trailers to be removed which would allow for the 
Polaris to be stored overnight and workbenches to be created;  

o Garage – currently in a good state of repair but security needs addressing; the 
lighting to this area currently does not work and the area has been highlighted on 
a health and safety inspection for its storage; the area needs clearing of old and 
unusable tools; pieces of wood not considered to be of effective use; and items 
not belonging to the Town Council, which would then provide space for all the 
large machinery to be stored effectively.  There is a large gatepost in the back of 
this area, if tall enough this needs to be removed and taken to the All Stretton 
Play Area, to allow for the gate to be rehung; 

o Main Work area – of a solid construction, however the lack of plug sockets was 
highlighted on a health and safety inspection, these need addressing to ensure it 
is an effective work area; COSHH and PPE cupboards have now been installed, 
other storage in the area is dangerous and needs clearing and replacing with a 
racking system for storage of necessary items for assisting the work of the 
Outdoor Team. There is a tile cutting machine in this area, that is not in the 
ownership of the Town Council which needs removing. 

 
Many of the tools for the Outdoor Team are in need of replacing or 
purchasing, the team currently have a leaf blower and hedge trimmer that are 
out of order, one chainsaw between three workmen, that is not up to standard 
and no effective basic tool facilities such as drills, drill bits, sockets etc.  On a 
number of occasions operatives are bringing tools from home to enable them 
to undertake their work, which is unsatisfactory. The requirements for the 
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work expected of the team and the tools required needs to be assessed and 
resolved without delay.  
 
The Compound area needs generally clearing and tidying to strip the area of 
unnecessary or outdated / broken equipment items identified that need to be 
addressed are as follows: 
 
o chain harrow removed; 
o water bowser disposed of or donated for other community use; 
o pressure washer removed; 
o water pump removed; 
o old play area matting to be disposed of;   
o football post offered to football team, or disposed of if not required; 
o old lawn tennis nets to be offered for collection by a local team, or disposed of if 

not required; 
o 3 green benches, to be disposed of; 
o picnic benches, not suitable for commercial use, to be donated to local 

community organisation (eg allotment society or scouts); 
o wood, normally burnt before exemption expired, to be bagged and offered for 

firewood to interested parties on a collection only basis; 
o consideration to be given to whether climbing walls and basket swing removed 

from old play equipment is likely to be reused or whether it should be disposed 
of; 

 
The Compound is storing three galvanised planters and a heritage board that 
were located in the Market area, although of sound condition some attention 
is required to clean these up and bring them back to their original state, they 
could then be placed back in the Market Square for visitors to enjoy.  
  
There is currently a grit bin in the Compound area which would be better 
placed at the Greenhills Cemetery for general use by the public.   

 
 There are no current facilities within the compound area for dealing with waste 

from the Park.  Historically a skip was sited within the compound area, which 
was replaced when full.  This not only helped waste to be disposed of quickly 
and simply, but helped to control vermin in the area.  There is currently an 
issue with vermin in the Park which needs immediate attention.  

 
 Although there are some security measures in place for this area, they are not 

to a particularly high level and further investigations, particularly to prevent the 
removal of vehicles need to be investigated.   

 
 Although there is power present within this area, there is no current water 

supply available. Development of this area would not only assist in bringing 
working conditions for the outdoor team up to standard, but has the potential 
to develop a break-out area for the team within their own compound area 
rather than using other facilities within the Park.  

 
 There is currently a container for use by the Outdoor Team which is located 

outside of the Compound area, this container is frequently climbed on by 
individuals, which not only poses a health and safety issue but also presents 



Sandford Avenue Park Management Plan 2022 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church Stretton Town Council   28 
 

security issues to the Compound.  The relocation of the Container to the 
Compound needs to be undertaken without delay. Once cleared and 
relocated there is potential for this to be set up to increase secure storage 
capacity or with the necessary power and water supply, for the space to be 
used as the break-out / paperwork space for the team. 

 
 Next to the Compound there is an area set aside for composting.  The area 

consists of three concrete screens to help contain waste vegetation which is 
later removed from site for use in local bio digesters.  The screens are 
currently quite unstable and pose a potential risk to park users.  Work needs 
to be undertaken to secure the screens to ensure the health and safety of all 
park users.   

 
 The Compound currently has no area for the storage / development of plants 

for the Park, with plants being bought from local suppliers, development of 
such an area and installation of a polytunnel could assist in the recruitment of 
volunteer plantsman and assist in the promotion of home grown planting for 
the area.  

 
 There are a number of signs and cones stored in the Compound, these need 

to be sorted through and decisions made on what can be kept, what needs to 
be disposed of and what needs replacing; 

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to clear and demolish the buildings identified as currently unstable;  

 to clear the compound area of unnecessary waste, old equipment and tools 
as identified; 

 to consider the placing of a skip for waste in the area to help control vermin; 

 to investigate the possibility of improvements to security, particularly in 
relation to vehicles; 

 to investigate the provision of a water supply to the compound area; 

 to consider the state of current buildings; and their potential use to better use 
and develop the available space, to help provide an indoor workspace to 
allow for maintenance of machinery etc. and sufficient racking for the storage 
of tools and equipment in a safe and consistent way; 

 to address the highlighted health and safety concerns; 

 to relocate the Grit Bin to the Greenhills Road Cemetery site; 

 to relocate the container from the main Park area to the compound and 
consider its potential use as a break-out / paperwork area;  

 to undertake work to secure the concrete screens for the composting area; 

 to investigate the restoration of the galvanised planters and heritage board 
and their relocation to the Market area;  

 to sort road signage and cones and order new signage / cones as 
appropriate;  

 to relocate the post for use in the All Stretton Play Area if of appropriate 
height; 

 to undertake a review of tools currently available to the team; what is 
required; its cost, and a develop a programme of replacement;  

 to investigate the possibility of providing a poly tunnel for plant storage and 
growing opportunities for the team; it’s potential use by team members and 
volunteering opportunities;  
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 to investigate the possibility of developing a break-out space for the Outdoor 
Team within the Compound; 

 vegetation in the area to be cut back to provide better usable space;  

 
8.6 Utilities and Drainage 
 
 There is currently both electricity and water supplies to the Park, however the 

water pressure to the Bowling Green area is substandard and investigations 
need to be undertaken to bring this up to a standard that will allow for 
competent watering of the lawn areas. 

 
 There is a water access point situated on one of the grassed areas by the 

entrance to the Park, which is raised above ground level and is currently 
moving.  This has the potential to cause a trip hazard, or possibly breaking 
away completely, leaving an open shaft area.  This access point needs 
addressing urgently to ensure the health and safety of all visitors.  

 
 There is currently no water supply to the compound area, this needs to be 

addressed to assist the Outdoor team in their work.  
 

Drainage to the Park is via a septic tank and consideration will need to be 
given to the size of this and its capacity before any further provision of 
facilities for the area are undertaken.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to liaise with Severn Trent Water regarding the water pressure by the Bowling 
area; the replacement of the water access point and the provision of a water 
supply to the Compound area;  

 
8.7 Potential Improvements – Amenities  
 
 In both the Survey and the Consultation the question of refreshments for the 

area, or the creation of a possible visitor centre were raised. The current 
break-out space for the Outdoor team could provide a solution to this, should 
the space be relocated.  This area could provide a small space, run on a 
licensee basis providing equipment hire and longer opening of facilities, as 
well as light refreshments.  

 
 Alternatively, the provision of a dedicated visitor building has the potential to 

open up more opportunities, tackling not only the issues of how people can 
access some of the sports facilities, but also offering a learning space for 
schools, and upgraded toilet facilities.  However, the potential costs for the 
development of either area and providing such a facility; whether there would 
be enough footfall in the Park; licensing arrangements; and any likely effect 
that this would have on some of the local economy would need to be weighed 
up and considered before any decisions were made.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to consider current drainage and capacity for the Park before considering 
improvements; 
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 to investigate the possible conversion of the current Outdoor break-out space 
into a welcome facility for visitors;  

 to investigate the provision of a bespoke visitor centre / refreshment facility 
for the Park and the associated costs; likely effects of the local economy; 
effective use; and promotional opportunities.  
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9.0 Park Facilities - General 
 
9.1 Flowerbeds and Gardens  
 
 The Rockery area to the front of the Park has been in situ since the Park was 

opened in the 1920’s and is therefore of significant heritage value to the Park. 
Due to staffing restrictions this area has become overgrown and needs 
significant attention.  It is believed that most of the original planting remains, 
but further investigations need to be undertaken alongside careful clearing to 
bring the rockery back to its original levels.  Some of the rockery stones were 
placed on a grassed area to the front of the Rockery, it is believed that these 
were originally located in a flower bed, and although reinstatement of the bed 
could be achieved, this area is visited by many different bird varieties and it 
could be better to enhance the area with a bird bath within the stones and the 
Oak bench currently located in the Compound, moved to this area, to enable 
use by visitors to this beautiful area of the Park.  

 
 Walking past the rockery leads you to the Rhododendron / Spring garden 

walk.  This area is resplendent in the Spring with colour from both the 
Rhododendrons and flowering bulbs to the left and Rhododendrons to the 
right.  The bulb areas are left during the summer months for wildflowers to 
establish; within the right hand side of the walk there are areas that could be 
developed into wildflower areas, bringing more dimension to this area during 
the summer months.    

 
 Further walking brings you to a garden area, once developed by the Civic 

Society, which is now extremely overgrown and in need of refurbishment, but 
still has plants of significant interest that will need to be kept.  Originally there 
was a bench in this area, but this was difficult to maintain in its chosen 
location and it would be beneficial to remove the remains of the bench so that 
the area can be rejuvenated and restored.  The box hedging to this area is cut 
three times per year by the Outdoor team. 

 
 Walking past the tennis courts there are several flower beds, traditionally 

planted with annuals bringing a splash of colour during the Summer and 
Autumn months, the beds are interspersed with benches making this a very 
pleasant area to sit, relax and enjoy.  Unfortunately, due to the problems with 
water pressure and the extreme weather conditions this planting has suffered, 
resolving the watering issues and regular mulching of flowerbeds would 
prevent this from happening in the future.  

 
There is evidence of historical planting by the Play Area and it would be 
beneficial to work with the local Primary School to reinstate these areas to 
bring more colour into this area of the Park.  Allowing each year group to be 
responsible for a bed would not only help with their curriculum requirements 
but also bring pride into their local Park and more community engagement.   
 
There are a number of areas along the side of the Park bordering the A49 
where vegetation is overgrown and needs significant attention or removal and 
replanting.  Once brought back into a more manageable condition these areas 
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need to be kept on a regular gardening plan to keep them under control and 
looking their best.   

   
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to consider the heritage value of the Rockery; investigate original planting and 
carefully reinstate the area to its full potential; 

 to investigate the possibility of creating more wildlife areas through the 
placing of equipment and wildflower beds to the area; 

 to investigate the sympathetic reinstatement of the original garden area within 
the Rhododendron walk; removing the damaged and decaying bench; and 
keeping original plants as far as possible; 

 to investigate the reinstatement of the planting by the play area; including 
engagement with the local primary schools to help develop this area; 

 to undertake works to overgrown or damaged vegetation along the A49 
boundary to bring the planting back under control, replant where necessary; 
and develop a maintenance programme for this area; 

 ensure staffing is kept at levels to be able to manage the garden spaces for 
this area; 

 to offer horticultural training for the Park groundsman to assist in the 
development of the garden areas;  

 
9.2 Trees 
 
 There are a number of trees within the Park grounds which are in various 

states.  A tree survey for the area was undertaken in 2020 which highlighted 
works that needed to be undertaken in the area.  These works are yet to be 
completed and for the health and safety of all visitors need to be undertaken 
with urgency.  The Lime trees bordering the Sandford Avenue side of the 
Park, which are a significant part of the town’s local heritage, are of particular 
concern. The Park, however sits in a conservation area, so any works to trees 
in this area need to be authorised by the Local Planning Authority before 
being undertaken.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to apply for permission for works to the Park trees identified in the recent tree 
survey to be undertaken without delay; 

 to consider engaging a contractor to look at other trees in the area that are of 
concern and act on the recommendations;  

 to liaise with Shropshire Council regarding works to the lime trees lining the 
Park; 

 
9.3 Fencing  
 
 There is a significant area of wooden fencing running alongside the A49 

length of the Park, located close to the play area; skate park and BMX track.   
This is a three bar fence system, that has not only been damaged over the 
year but also presents no real barrier.  Due to the high speed of traffic in this 
area it is considered appropriate for this fence to be replaced with high quality 
chain link fencing to help secure the area. 
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 There are other areas of broken / damaged fencing along this side of the 
Park, although this will also need replacing, some of this need to be moveable 
to allow access to the stream bed that runs alongside.    

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the most appropriate fencing to replace the wooden fencing 
running alongside the A49 and replace as necessary; 

 to investigate the replacement of other fencing along this side of the parking, 
allowing for access to the stream bed as required; 

 to investigate the laying of hedging;  

  
9.4 Wildlife  
 
 Although a Town Park, work is undertaken by the Outdoor Team to 

encourage wildlife to the area.  The area within the Rhododendron Spring 
Garden are a major attraction to birds and many different varieties are seen in 
this area.  Here after the Spring bulbs have finished the beds are left to allow 
wild flowers to establish.  There are further opportunities on the right hand 
side of the walk that could be developed into wildflower areas, bringing more 
dimension to this area during the summer months. 

 
As identified earlier in the Plan the container currently situated on the Park 
would benefit from relocation into the Compound area.  Should this be 
undertaken this area would offer the perfect opportunity to develop a small 
copse / wildlife area.    

 
 There is evidence throughout the Park of woodpeckers, as well as many other 

nesting sites and areas of verges around the recreation field are left to allow 
wildlife to thrive.  The Park has a diverse number of different vegetation, open 
and hedged areas where different species can establish and with its bordering 
onto the Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve work to the grounds is 
always undertaken in a sympathetic manner.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to continue to identify and improve areas for wildlife; 

 to develop the area currently occupied by the container into a copse / wildlife 
area once the container is relocated;  

 
9.5 Stream 
 
 A stream runs along the A49 boundary of the Park, this allows for water to run 

off and away from both the main road and the residential area on the opposite 
side of the road, below Caer Caradoc.  This stream is an essential area as it 
prevents flooding for these areas, however to allow for the safe discharge of 
water the stream bed needs to be regularly maintained, including the area 
being dug out to prevent culverts blocking.  The bed is in significant need of 
clearing and evidence of Japanese Knotweed and American Skunk Cabbage 
has been found.  Once cleared the stream needs to be programmed into a 
regular maintenance programme to ensure water is flowing freely in this area 
at all times.  
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Management aims and objectives: 

 to ensure the digging out and clear the stream bed every 3 years, is 
undertaken to allow for water egress; 

 to consider how to dispose of silt from the stream bed once dug; 

 to develop a programme of maintenance and reporting for the stream;  
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10.0 Community Involvement  
 
10.1 Volunteering 
 
 Within the Survey undertaken in 2021 people were questioned whether they 

would be interested in volunteering within the Park which received a huge 
response: 

 
o 123 volunteered to help with the gardens 
o 67 said they would grow seedlings and bedding plants  
o 31 advised they would be happy to help with the Skate Park 
o 102 people were interested in becoming part of a Community Interest Group 
o 127 people were interested in helping with the organisation of events 
o 105 were interested in helping with painting railings, gates and seats 
o 78 people were interested in sponsoring an aspect of the Park 

 
 Although time has moved on since the Survey it is clear that the Park means 

a lot to the local community and there appears to be an amount of goodwill 
that could help not only engage the local community with the work of the 
Town Council, but would also provide volunteering opportunities for those 
seeking work; those undertaking awards such as the Duke of Edinburgh; and 
other community initiatives.   

 
 The Outdoor Team has two permanent and one seasonal member of staff and 

this Plan has identified a number of areas where teams of volunteers could 
regularly be engaged to assist with the running and maintenance of the Park 
area.  There is also huge potential to engage local schools in the work of the 
Park which will not only help engage greater audiences but will also give more 
pride in the Park and may help to address some of the vandalism that has 
occurred in the area.    

 
 There are also local colleges such as Harper Adams that require placements 

as part of their course, and these could potentially be an opportunity for 
engagement for the Town Council.  However, undertaking the placements 
would require the Outdoor team to provide effective training and as such 
ensuring that the team have undergone the necessary courses themselves, 
and any required CPD training would be an essential part of undertaking 
these. 

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the potential establishment of a Friends of Sandford Avenue 
Park group; 

 to consider the range of volunteering opportunities available in the Park; how 
these could best work; their set up; and potential promotional requirements; 

 to provide training for outdoor team on volunteer management; 

 to consider the engagement of other local groups within the Park, such as 
the local gardening group; to bring new community dimensions and multi-
generational team working;  

 to investigate the potential of areas of the Park being sponsored by local 
organisations and the implications;  
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 to investigate the possibility of providing placement opportunities to local 
colleges; the necessary requirements and ensuring all training and CPD 
requirements for the Outdoor Team are met;  

 
10.2 Educational Opportunities  
 
 The Park is a beautiful area of the Town, used by many families in a whole 

host of different ways.  The flora and fauna of the site encompasses many 
areas, and with its location, adjoining the Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve 
has the potential to encourage educational opportunities for children and 
adults of all ages.  

 
 As identified in the Plan the Park has many opportunities for developing 

planting and wildlife areas.  Part of the national curriculum for Primary 
Children requires engagement with plants and the Park could offer 
opportunities for the local Primary to easily engage with this curriculum 
requirement, whilst developing strong community engagement with the Park.   

 
The Park has suffered from vandalism over the years, and it may be beneficial 
to give consideration, bearing in mind the diversification of the Park, to 
potential areas that could also tap into the National Curriculum, to engage 
Stage 4+ students within the Park setting such as GIS mapping (geography); 
biodiversity and local ecology (science).  Such sessions could be school led, 
developed by our own outdoor team and also offer opportunities to work with 
other external organisations (such as the National or Wildlife Trusts) within the 
Park setting.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to develop a closer working relationship with the local primary school with 
children having their own beds to plant and maintain throughout the seasons; 

 to develop a closer working relationship with the local secondary school by 
the provision of opportunities linking to the National Curriculum to provide 
outdoor learning opportunities; 

 to consider the potential of providing talks and educational opportunities for 
learners of all ages and abilities;  

  



Sandford Avenue Park Management Plan 2022 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church Stretton Town Council   37 
 

11.0 Communication 
 
11.1 Marketing and Promotion  
 
 The Park, although managed by the Town Council is not included as part of 

the Council’s current marketing strategy.  More information about the Park; its 
facilities; and the opportunities available need to be considered to allow for 
greater community and tourism engagement.   

 
 Better marketing and engagement for the Park could offer options for greater 

involvement from the local community and open channels for local people and 
businesses to potentially sponsor equipment or areas of the Park that have 
meaning to them and could offer the potential of hiring areas of the Park for 
events / matches etc.   

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to develop a strategy for the promotion of the Park to wide audiences; 

 to investigate the opportunities for promotion within the Park itself and 
associated activities in the Coppice Leasowes Local Nature Reserve; 

 to develop a means of communication relevant to the Park to ensure all 
activities are up to date and relevant; 

 to consider developing a programme for the marketing and promotion of the 
Park for sponsorship and events etc.  

 
11.2 Information Channels 
 
 The Town Council promote most of the work they do through their own 

website and actively engage the local community through their Facebook 
page.  The Council does, however, have their own Mailchimp account which 
could lead to the development of regular newsletters, that have the potential 
to target certain audiences.   

 
 There are currently very few information boards within the Park area, this 

prevents upcoming activities or potential for volunteer engagement to be 
promoted to Park users.  Although print media is thought to be a dying breed 
consideration needs to be given on how best to engage Park users whilst on 
site. 

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to investigate the online information channels available; how they are used; 
and how they could be improved; 

 to investigate the means of engaging Park users; 

 
11.3 Education and Interpretation  
 
 There is currently no educational or interpretation within the Park setting.  A 

number of areas have been identified within this Plan of the heritage value of 
the Park and this needs to be addressed by the use of heritage boards for 
these areas, however other interpretation within the Park could be extremely 
simple, with small explanation boards for wildlife areas such as those seen 
within St Laurence’s graveyard to help engage more users of the Park with 
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the work that is being undertaken and prompting conversations and better 
appreciation of the area.  

 
 Management aims and objectives: 

 to consider the placing of heritage boards for the gates and railings and the 
rockery areas; 

 to consider simple education/interpretation in other areas of significance 
within the Park. 
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12.0 Action Plan  
 
Areas of significant concern with potential health and safety risk  
 
Areas of some concern or potential for easy enhancement of Park  
 
Areas of little concern and aspirational for the future of the Park  
 

 

Area  Current 
Frequency 

Current  
Urgency  

Contractor /  
CSTC Staff 

Access    

Maintain the current access to Park 
ensuring health and safety of all visitors  

Daily  CSTC 

Investigate possibility of alternative Park 
access 

N/A  CSTC 

Investigate more cycle accessible routes 
and use of Park 

N/A  CSTC / SC   

Consider the installation of bike storage 
racks to encourage more cyclists into the 
area; 

  CSTC 

Paths    

Undertake survey of all paths across 
Park area and undertake immediate 
repairs to damaged areas 

N/A  Contractor 

Programme repairs to other paths in the 
Park not identified as urgent to ensure 
all paths brought up to standard 

N/A  Contractor 

To improve paths by play areas to 
enable them to be accessible to all 
abilities  

N/A  Contractor  

To undertake a programme of regular 
inspections and monitoring for all paths 
and develop reporting system for 
undertaking and programming repairs 

Weekly  CSTC 

To instigate a programme of cyclical 
maintenance for all paths  

N/A  CSTC/ 
Contractor 

Park Entrance    

To source specialist contractors to 
undertake repairs to the gates and 
railings  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To design and install a heritage board 
for gates and railings 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To implement a system of monitoring 
and reporting for the gates and railings  

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the possibility of a 
programme of cyclical maintenance to 
the gates and railings  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

Signage    
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To consider replacement of the main 
welcome sign for the Park  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To consider the removal of the current 
fees sign, and investigate alternative 
methods of displaying fees for visitors 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To remove the ‘Pay and Play’ sign at the 
entrance to the Park 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the installation of 
fingerposts or way markers to help 
navigation around the Park 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

Sport – Bowling Green     

To investigate opening access to the 
green to non-club users; whether this 
would work for this area, and consider 
any promotional requirements 

N/A  CSTC 

To review the fees charged for use of 
the green to ensure they are of sufficient 
value to assist with the maintenance and 
management of the green 

N/A  CSTC 

To review the protocol agreement for 
use of the Bowling Greens; 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the replacement of 
wooden edging boards with boards that 
have a longer lifespan, which could 
potentially ease maintenance 
responsibilities 

N/A  CSTC 

To introduce a regular schedule of 
maintenance for the green that all users 
are aware of 

When 
possible 

 CSTC  

To ensure flexibility of use is maintained 
as much as possible 

N/A  CSTC 

Sport – Tennis Courts    

To investigate progression of the Tennis 
Club 3 year plan, and to work with the 
Club to assist in turning these aims into 
actions 

N/A  CSTC 

To review the current Protocol 
Agreement for use of the Courts 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the current gates for the 
area and consider whether they meet 
current DDA requirements, and if not the 
associated costs and work required to 
make the area accessible for all 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate the potential use of the 
Tennis Courts by members of the public 
and identify the different ways that this 
could be achieved to allow for the Courts 
to be accessible at all times, and the 
associated requirement for equipment 

N/A  CSTC 
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use and the need for promotional 
activity;  

To revise the fees charged for use of the 
Tennis Court by individuals and 
investigate systems on how payments 
can be made 

N/A  CSTC 

To identify the tools needed to undertake 
appropriate maintenance of the Courts 
and their associated costs 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the current state of the 
Court surfaces, likely cost of 
replacement and potential funding 
streams available; 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To implement a programme of regular 
spraying / moss clearance for the Courts 

Monthly  CSTC 

To implement of programme of regular 
brushing of the Courts  

  CSTC 

Sport – Croquet     

To revise the current Protocol 
Agreement relating to use of the lawns 
drawn up in 2013 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the potential of use of the 
area by the general public, and how this 
could be accessed or better promoted 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the maintenance of the 
lawns and the possibility of introducing a 
regular time for maintenance and cutting 

When 
Possible  

 CSTC  

Sport – Crazy Golf    

To consider replacement of the current 
fencing to the area 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate access to the Crazy Golf 
for all individuals; associated equipment 
hire and charges; possible payment 
methods; and the need for promotional 
activity 

When 
Groundsman 
available  

 CSTC 

To consider relocating the current 
placing of the sponsorship boards for the 
play area 

N/A  CSTC 

To consider the current maintenance 
programme for the area and the develop 
a cyclical maintenance programme for 
the future 

N/A  CSTC 

Sport – BMX Track     

To investigate the upgrading of the BMX 
track to a hardcore facility 

  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To ensure all outdoor team are trained to 
inspect BMX tracks  

   

To develop a programme of regular 
maintenance and reporting; and cyclical 

  CSTC 



Sandford Avenue Park Management Plan 2022 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church Stretton Town Council   42 
 

maintenance for the area to ensure the 
health and safety of all users 

Sport – Skate Park     

To ensure all outdoor staff are 
appropriately trained for the inspection of 
skate parks 

N/A  Contractor 

To arrange for appropriate signage to be 
installed within the Skate Park to ensure 
insurance requirements are met 

  CSTC 

To develop a programme of cyclical 
maintenance and reporting for the area 

N/A  CSTC 

Sport – Recreational Field     

To investigate the potential for a running 
track around the Park perimeter; any 
problems that this might present; it’s 
likely use and opportunities available; 
and any promotional requirements 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To ensure the programme of current 
maintenance is continued and 
investigate possible improvements 

Weekly  CSTC  

Sport – Potential Improvements     

To explore the potential of outdoor 
training; whether it would be a viable 
concept; whether there were any local 
providers who may be interested; and 
any promotional requirements 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the potential provision of 
outdoor gym equipment for all abilities; 
the likely costs; and where this should 
be located 

N/A  CSTC 

To explore the possibility of a MUGA; its 
potential use; and where this could be 
located 

N/A  CSTC 

Play – Children’s Play Area    

To investigate as a matter of urgency the 
repairs required to the wooden 
adventure play equipment to the Park 
and consider the costs of repairs 
weighed against the cost of replacing 
with equipment that will withstand 
current Park conditions 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To arrange for appropriate signage to be 
installed within the play area to ensure 
insurance requirements are met; 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate the repairs required to the 
swings and ensure these are undertaken 
in a timely manner 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 
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To investigate the provision of 
accessible play equipment for children 
with additional needs 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To upgrade the paths for the play area to 
allow them to be wheelchair accessible 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To ensure full training for the Outdoor 
Team to enable them to confidently 
check equipment and enable CPD 
training to ensure that current Health 
and Safety standards are met at all 
times 

N/A  Contractor 

To investigate the benefits of fencing the 
play area, and the potential effect on the 
whole Park 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To develop a programme of cyclical 
maintenance and reporting system for 
the Play Area, including equipment, 
safety matting and grounds maintenance 
issues 

N/A  CSTC 

Play – Bike-Ability Track     

To investigate the repainting the 
markings for the bike track in line with 
Bike-Ability recommendations 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate the potential of creating 
more play space through markings in the 
central part of the area to enhance play 
for all users 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To implement of programme of regular 
checks and reporting system and 
cyclical maintenance 

N/A  CSTC  

To evaluate the potential promotional 
requirements 

N/A  CSTC 

Play – Potential Improvements     

To investigate the potential of expanding 
the play equipment to allow for better 
play for all ages and abilities 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate the possible replacement 
of current damaged equipment with 
pieces identified as improvements in the 
2021 Consultation and remove current 
damaged equipment until replacements 
can be undertaken 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

Park Amenities – Bowling Pavilion 
and Shelter  

   

To undertake the necessary repairs to  
the shelter as a matter of urgency 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To undertake the repairs to the guttering 
and repainting to the exterior of the 
Pavilion 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 
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To investigate the potential opportunities 
for supporting the work of Club members 
in assisting with maintaining the Green 
and surrounding area 

N/A  CSTC 

To develop a system of regular health 
and safety checks, a reporting system 
and cyclical maintenance programme 

N/A  CSTC 

Park Amenities – Tennis Club 
Pavilion and Toilet 

   

To undertake the maintenance issues 
identified in the Plan to the Pavilion to 
bring it up to standard 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To install a ramp accessible by 
wheelchair users and those with mobility 
issues; 

N/A  Contractor  

To investigate the possibility of 
upgrading the break-out space for the 
outdoor team to bring it up to an 
acceptable standard; or the relocation of 
the team space and the opportunities 
that could be available to utilise this 
space 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate the cost of installing a 
kitchen area / cupboard storage for the 
main space to allow for equipment to be 
relocated from CSTC office and teas to 
be served on competition days 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate the potential to open the 
toilet facilities at all times  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate the cost of upgrading the 
toilet facilities and how these will be 
managed for the future to allow for this 
space to be available for all Park users 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

Park Amenities – Play Area Shelters    

To investigate the possibility of 
relocating the large corrugated shelter 
by the adventure play equipment to bring 
it in line with the path 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate removal of the rear of the 
large corrugated shelter by the  
adventure play area to make it safer and  
seen 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

Investigate surfacing underneath the 
shelters to prevent further damaged to 
the ground 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To develop a system of regular health 
and safety checks, a reporting system 
and cyclical maintenance programme 

N/A  CSTC 

Park Amenities – Benches     
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To develop a programme of replacement 
for all ‘green benches’ 

Ongoing  CSTC 

Park Amenities – TC Compound     

To clear the compound area of 
unnecessary waste, old equipment and 
tools as identified in the Plan 

N/A  CSTC 

To consider the placing of a skip for 
waste in the area to help control vermin 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the possibility of 
improvements to security, particularly in 
relation to vehicles 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the provision of a water 
supply to the compound area 

N/A  CSTC / STW 

To undertake works to clear and 
demolish unstable buildings in the area 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To consider the state of other buildings; 
and their potential use, to better use and 
develop the available space, to help 
provide an indoor workspace to allow for 
maintenance of machinery etc. and 
sufficient racking for the storage of tools 
and equipment in a safe and consistent 
ways 

N/A  CSTC 

To address the highlighted health and 
safety concerns 

N/A  CSTC 

To undertake work to secure the 
concrete screens to the compositing 
area 

N/A  CSTC 

To relocate the Grit Bin to the Greenhills 
Road Cemetery site 

N/A  CSTC 

To relocate the container from the main 
Park area to the compound and consider 
its potential use as a break-out / 
paperwork are 

N/A  Contractor 

To investigate the restoration of the 
galvanised planters and heritage board 
and their relocation to the Market area 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To sort road signage and cones and 
order new signage / cones as 
appropriate 

N/A  CSTC  

To relocate the post for use in the  All 
Stretton Play Area if of appropriate 
height 

N/A  CSTC 

To undertake a review of tools currently 
available to the team; what is required; 
its cost, and a develop a programme of 
replacement 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the possibility of providing 
a poly tunnel for plant storage and 

N/A  CSTC  
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growing opportunities for the team; it’s 
potential use by team members and 
volunteering opportunities 

To investigate the possibility of 
developing a break-out space for the 
Outdoor Team within the Compound 

N/A  CSTC 

To cut back overgrown vegetation in the 
area to provide better usable space 

N/A  CSTC 

Park Amenities – Utilities     

To liaise with Severn Trent Water 
regarding improving water pressure by 
the Bowling Green; the replacement of 
the water access point and provision of a 
water supply to the Compound area 

N/A  CSTC / STW 

Park Amenities – Possible 
Improvements 

   

To consider current drainage and 
capacity for the Park before considering 
improvements 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To investigate the possible conversion of 
the current Outdoor break-out space 
within the Tennis Pavilion into a 
welcome facility for visitors  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate the development of a 
bespoke visitor centre / refreshment 
facility for the Park and the associated 
costs; likely effects on the local 
economy; effective use; and promotional 
opportunities 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

General Park Facilities – Flowerbeds 
and Garden Areas 

   

To consider the heritage value of the 
Rockery; investigate original planting 
and carefully reinstate the area to its full 
potential 

When 
possible  

 CSTC 

To investigate the possibility of creating 
more wildlife areas through the placing 
of equipment and wildflower be 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the sympathetic 
reinstatement of the original garden area 
within the Rhododendron walk; removing 
the damaged and decaying bench; and 
keeping original plants as far as possible 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the reinstatement of the 
planting by the play area; including 
engagement with the local primary 
schools to help develop this area 

N/A  CSTC 

To undertake works to overgrown or 
damaged vegetation along the A49 

When 
possible 

 CSTC 
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boundary to bring the planting back 
under control, replant where necessary; 
and develop a maintenance programme 
for this area 

Ensure staffing is kept at levels to be 
able to manage the garden spaces for 
this area; and recruit regular Park 
volunteers 

Ongoing   CSTC 

To offer horticultural training for the Park 
groundsman to assist in the 
development of the garden areas 

N/A  CSTC 

General Park Facilities – Trees    

To apply for permission to undertake 
work to trees identified in the recent tree 
survey without delay  

N/A  CSTC 

To consider engaging a contractor to 
look at other trees in the area that are of 
concern but not already identified and 
act on their recommendations  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To liaise with Shropshire Council 
regarding works to the lime trees lining 
the Park 

  CSTC / SC 

General Park Facilitates – Fencing     

To investigate the most appropriate 
fencing to replace the wooden fencing 
running alongside the A4 and replace as 
necessary  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To investigate the replacement of other 
fencing along this boundary edge, 
allowing for access to the stream as 
required  

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor  

General Park Facilities - Wildlife    

To continue to identify and improve 
areas for wildlife across the Park  

When 
possible  

 CSTC 

Develop the area currently occupied by 
the container into a small copse / wildlife 
area once the container has been 
relocated. 

  CSTC 

General Park Facilities – Stream     

To dig out and clear the stream bed 
every 3 years, as required to allow for 
water egress; 

??  CSTC / 
Contractor  

To consider how to dispose of silt 
removed from the stream bed 

N/A  CSTC  

To develop a programme of 
maintenance and reporting for the 
stream 

N/A  CSTC 

Community Involvement – 
Volunteering  
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To investigate the potential 
establishment of a Friends of Sandford 
Avenue Park Group 

N/A  CSTC 

To consider the range of volunteering 
opportunities available in the Park; how 
these could best work; their set up; and 
potential promotional requirements 

N/A  CSTC 

To provide training for outdoor team on 
volunteer management 

N/A  CSTC / 
Contractor 

To consider the engagement of other 
local groups within the Park, such as the 
local gardening group; to bring new 
community dimensions and multi-
generational team working 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the potential of areas of 
the Park being sponsored by local 
organisations and the implications 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the possibility of providing 
placement opportunities to local 
colleges; the necessary requirements 
and ensuring all training and CPD 
requirements for the Outdoor Team are 
met 

N/A  CSTC 

Community Involvement – 
Educational Opportunities 

   

To develop a closer working relationship 
with the local primary school with 
children having their own beds to plant 
and maintain throughout the seasons 

N/A  CSTC 

To develop a closer working relationship 
with the local secondary school by the 
provision of opportunities linking to the 
National Curriculum to provide outdoor 
learning opportunities 

N/a  CSTC 

To develop the potential of providing 
talks and educational opportunities for 
learners of all ages and abilities 

N/A  CSTC 

Communication – Marketing and 
Promotion  

   

To develop a strategy for the promotion 
of the Park to wide audiences 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the opportunities for 
promotion within the Park itself and 
associated activities in the Coppice 
Leasowes Local Nature Reserve 

N/A  CSTC 

To develop a means of communication 
relevant to the Park to ensure all 
activities are up to date and relevant 

N/A  CSTC 
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Communication – Information 
Channels 

   

To investigate the online information 
channels available; how they are used to 
promote the Park; and how they could 
be improved 

N/A  CSTC 

To investigate the appropriate means of 
engaging Park users 

N/A  CSTC 

Communication – Education and 
Interpretation  

   

To consider the placing of heritage 
boards for the gates and railings and the 
rockery areas 

N/A  CSTC 

To consider simple education / 
interpretation in other areas of 
significance within the Park. 
 

N/A  CSTC 

 
  


