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Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 4th October 2022 

  
Agenda Item: 7 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Deputy Town Clerk  

Summary Proposal to establish volunteer groups for outdoor areas 
under the management of Church Stretton Town Council, 
with the aspirational aim for ‘Friends Groups’ for the 
future.  

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider the report and 
agree to the Deputy Town Clerk leading on the 
development of such groups to assist the Outdoor Team 

Purpose / Benefits To engage the community with the work of the Council 
and to benefit all outdoor areas under the Council’s 
Management.  

 
Volunteer / Friends Groups  
 
Background 
Church Stretton Town Council owns a number of outdoor spaces within the area 
including two Local Nature Reserves, the Sandford Avenue Town Park, Russell’s 
Meadow and Brooksbury Recreation Ground. 
 
The Outdoor Team for the Council consists of two members of full-time staff and one 
seasonal member of staff, currently contracted until October 2023.  The areas that the 
team are covering are varied in their use and it is considered that all the areas could 
benefit from regular volunteer days to tackle regular maintenance as well as 
aspirational tasks.  Currently both the Local Nature Reserves have volunteer groups 
supported by Shropshire Council and the National Trust, however Sandford Park, 
Russell’s Meadow and Brooksbury Recreation Ground have no volunteer support and 
it is felt that this would be of assistance to the Outdoor Team.   
 
Proposal 
 
As part of the Park Management Plan the establishment of a ‘Friends’ Group was 
suggested.  From initial investigations it has been established that such groups are 



 
 

usually formed by people outside of the Council and although they do work alongside, 
and with, the Council they usually have their own constitutions and are set up as 
charitable causes to allow them to fundraise etc.  Both Sandford Avenue Park and 
Brooksbury Recreation Ground are charities managed by the Council and it is possible 
that the Friends Groups once established could become part of these charities. 
 
From research undertaken it is apparent that many volunteer groups tend to morph 
into Friends groups as the involvement from the local community widens and the 
groups begin to grow.  It is considered that to benefit the outdoor spaces and better 
engage the local community the establishment of volunteer groups should initially be 
sort, with the intention that the Friends Groups will follow.   
 
The Deputy Town Clerk would be happy to take responsibility for the formation, 
promotion and recruitment of the Volunteer groups, working alongside the Outdoor 
Team to advertise initial work groups until the groups become fully established and 
more self-supporting.   
 
Identified Work Areas  
 
The Quiet Contemplation Corner project is currently underway within the Russell’s 
Meadow, led by a local resident.  Great work is being done here to convert this small 
area into a Wildlife Area for people to enjoy, but the Council are conscious that this is 
being led by one resident, with the assistance of others when needed; whereas a 
volunteer team to back up this project would help ensure that once completed, the 
regular maintaining of the area has already been considered and is covered for the 
future.   
 
Following the consultation undertaken for Sandford Avenue Park a number of people 
advised that they would be interested in volunteering in the Park, however, due to the 
restrictions at the time no volunteers were approached.  The Management Plan has 
identified many areas where projects and work could be undertaken by volunteers in 
Sandford Avenue, such as the quiet restoration of the rockery, the improvement of the 
Spring garden area and the development of more areas for wildlife, as well as 
assistance with general weeding and improvements to planting areas. To establish a 
group for the Park, would seem a perfect way of engaging not only those who have 
already stated they would like to be involved, but the community generally.  
 
We are in the process of a consultation for the Churchill Road Play Area and we have 
already recruited a number of people who are interested in becoming part of the Focus 
Group and have been assisting with leaflet distribution.  Through the consultation more 
people have advised that they would like to be involved, and to establish a group of 
volunteers, who would be interested in all areas, from helping to decide on equipment 
to fundraising, would be a good way of bringing all age groups together for the benefit 
of this area.   
 
Recommendation 
 
That Councillors agree to the development of volunteer groups by the Deputy Town 
Clerk to assist the Outdoor Team within Sandford Avenue Park, Brooksbury 



 
 

Recreation Ground and Russell’s Meadow, with the aspirational aim of the formation 
of official constituted ‘Friends’ groups for all areas.  
 
 
 


