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Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 4th October 2022  

 
Agenda Item:  8 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Deputy Town Clerk  

Summary Church Stretton Town Council have been approached by 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust who are interested in using 
Coppice Leasowes to offer volunteer work parties for 
young people aged 14-30. 

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider the request and 
confirm that they are happy for the Nature Reserve to be 
used by Shropshire Wildlife Trust for these sessions.  

Purpose / Benefits To encourage better working relationships between the 
Council and Shropshire Wildlife Trust and to help provide 
activities for young people in the Stretton’s area. 

Costs Identified  
(include quotations / 
costs analysis) 

None 

  

Background  

An email requested has been received from Beth Lacey, the Green Mentor from 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust who would like to utilise Coppice Leasowes on Sundays to 
offer Volunteer Work Groups for young people aged 14-30.   

Proposal 

Beth Lacey, the Group Leader for the project, is employed by Shropshire Wildlife 

Trust, running work parties for young people (aged 14-30) every Sunday on various 

nature reserves. Usual activities undertaken are things such as fence repairs, hedge 

laying, clearing scrub, removing invasive species and more.  

Whilst many of the volunteers who come to the sessions are regulars, some of whom 

with additional responsibilities such as guiding younger members of the group. The 

Trust is keen to attract new volunteers from all over Shropshire. These work parties 

bring enormous benefits to the young people who come along, who are able to 

strengthen their CV, meet new people and learn new skills. For these reasons, the 

Trust is always keen to work in different areas, perhaps reaching a new audience of 
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young people who may not have heard of these work parties before, and work on 

new sites rather than exclusively on the Trust’s own nature reserves.  

The Group Leader will bring all the tools, and will undertake a risk assessment of the 

site before the work party, as well as informing the Council of the work undertaken. 

All of the volunteers would be covered by the Trust’s own Public Liability Insurance 

for the sessions.  

These group sessions offer the perfect opportunity to engage the young people of 

Church Stretton on land owned by the Town Council, not only will this enhance their 

own life skills, but will also help to provide more pride and ownership of the area 

where they live.  

Recommendation 

Councillors are asked to recommend approval for Shropshire Wildlife Trust to run the 
volunteer sessions in Coppice Leasowes and for the Council to promote the 
sessions to local residents via their Social Media and Website.  
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