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Church Stretton Town Council 
Mayors Report 
 

Lord-Lieutenant’s visit 
The Town Council was honoured to receive Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire Mrs 
Anna Turner JP on Friday 2nd September . Mrs Turner kindly opened the All Stretton Jubilee 
Park where she met the villagers involved in fundraising and in the preparation of the site. 
After the opening a light lunch was served before Mrs Turner visited Agilent Technologies. 
 

Our whole community relies heavily on 
volunteers, and the visit was the prefect 
way to show that volunteering is at the 
heart of our way of life and that it is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
In the afternoon Neil Thomson, 
European Regional Manager for Agilent 
Technologies hosted the Lord-
Lieutenant and a party of local business 
leaders for a tour of the factory. The 
company, which was originally 
established by local scientists, produce 
a range of diagnostic applications 
including medical testing solutions. “If 

you saw a red line appear on your covid test [Agilent’s technology] would have put it there” 
explained Mr Thomson. Agilent are one of the 
town’s largest employers with over 80 staff, and 
whilst they operate quietly in a corner of the 
town their products and solutions can be found 
right across the globe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord-Lieutenant meets villagers in the All Stretton village hall 

Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant inspects a testing 
column with Neil Thomson 
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Flooding in Essex Road 
A thank you to the residents in Essex Road for their 
patience whilst further work is undertaken by Severn 
Trent Water (STW). The work trailed last month took 
place as advised overnight on the 12th August, but it 
found more issues than anticipated. One consequence 
was that STW were unable to get their cameras along 
the entire length of the sewer, which illustrates the 
magnitude of the problems. So on 2nd September STW 
returned to dig up the sewer at that point to find the 
problem and complete the video survey. Whilst it is too 
early to say what the final answer will need to be, CSTC 
will continue to work with STW until a solution is found. 
 
 
 

 

Changes to train services will endanger local children 
The Town Council found out at the beginning of September that Transport for Wales (TfW) 
were planning to remove critical stopping services from the timetable. In particular, this will 
impact children travelling to school on the 07.59 from Church Stretton (08.07 from Craven 
Arms) who from December will have to catch the 07.28 (07.36) to get to school on time. 
Commuters will also be affected by the removal of what is the most popular train. 
 
It will be cold and wet in December and little thought appeared to have been given to where 
these children will go for the half an hour they will have to wait somewhere before school or 
college, or to the parents who will have to get them out of bed half an hour earlier. 
 
This was unacceptable, and I have been writing and calling every contact I have to get these 
changes reversed. In particular I have been talking with Alexia Course, Transport Operations 
Director, and other senior staff within transport for Wales. 
 
The main reason behind the changes was to accommodate different rolling stock, which was 
slower than the existing class 175 multiple units. Because they took longer to get to Hereford, 
they missed their pathway and the ‘best way’ of speeding up the journey times was to remove 
station stops. 
 
There was no consultation with either Church Stretton or Craven Arms Town Councils. 
 
I am very pleased to share that the following email has just been received from TfW: 
 
After much work by our train planning colleagues, and work with our Network Rail 
colleagues, we have been able to find a solution which we believe addresses all the concerns 
that have been raised. The 1V33 (06:30 Manchester Piccadilly > Cardiff Central) will now call 
additionally at Church Stretton at 08:02 and Craven Arms 08:09, arriving into Hereford at 

Inspection pit in Essex Road 
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08:42. The 1V91 (05:32 Holyhead > Cardiff Central aka Gerald) will now not call at Church 
Stretton or Craven Arms. 
  
Therefore, the morning provision from Church Stretton from December 22 will be as follows: 
  

 07:03 <>07:46 
 07:28<>08:11 
 08:02<>08:42 
 08:59<>09:44 

  

I am grateful to TfW for the collaborative and constructive way in which they have set out to 
resolve the issues. 
 

All Stretton Polling Station 
The following extract is taken from the Shropshire Council paper approved by the full 
council on 22nd September. It confirms the decision to re-establish a Polling Station in All 
Stretton. Councillors will read the tensions over this matter reported in the paper, and that 
this was not supported by Unitary Councillors for the Division, but I am grateful that a 
positive solution has been approved. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LUDLOW PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY CHURCH STRETTON AND 
CRAVEN ARMS DIVISION  

Polling District Existing Proposed Electors Polling Place Polling Place  

No. of Stations in Venue  

LHA  
Church Stretton (All Stretton 

Ward)  

Silvester Horne 

Institute  

All Stretton Village 

Hall  
399  2  

Submissions:  

Councillor Luff and Councillor Evans (Unitary Members for Church Stretton & 

Craven Arms): We don’t feel a polling station in All Stretton is need. All  

Stretton Village Society do not have a budget for elections, and we should not be 

creating extra expense to the Councils when money is tight. There are also issues  

with identifying experienced staff at polling stations across Shropshire, and in particular 

in more rural areas. The present system works well as it is and therefore, we are not in 

support of the proposed change.  

Local Resident (Caroline Crump): I am writing in support of All Stretton Village 
Society’s application to have its own polling station. This would be of huge benefit to 

the elderly and less mobile residents of the village. 
Sight Loss Shropshire: No issues reported about specific polling district or polling 

place.  

Church Stretton Town Council: In response to the Returning Officers proposals, 
the Town Council have resolved to support All Stretton Village Hall being used as a 
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polling place for Church Stretton (All Stretton Ward) electors. 
Councillor Munro, Mayor, Church Stretton Town Council: In response to the 

Returning Officers proposals, the Mayor supports the option to move polling district 
LHA - Church Stretton (All Stretton Ward) to All Stretton Village Hall.  

Financial Impact:  

There would be a minimum increase in costs of £559 for venue hire and additional 
staffing.  

Returning Officer’s Proposal:  

The existing polling place is considered suitable and will continue to be used as a 

venue for remaining polling districts within the Church Stretton Area. Although the 
venue is outside the polling district boundary, the affected area is a relatively short 
distance from the existing polling place and has a regular bus service.  

The proposed venue is considered suitable to use as a polling place for future 

elections. The addition of this provision would see increased election costs to the 
Unitary and Town Council, and it may impact on limited staff availability within rural 
areas.  

The Returning Officer’s proposal originally supported no change to the polling 

provision for Church Stretton (All Stretton Ward).  

Following further submissions received in response to the Returning Officer’s 
proposals, it is considered that greater weight should be given to the ‘protected 
characteristics’ of the age demographic in the area and formal support of the 

proposals from Church Stretton Town Council, and Councillor Munro, Mayor of 
Church Stretton Town Council.  

On balance the Returning Officer is in support of the proposals to designate All 

Stretton Village Hall as the polling place for LHA – Church Stretton (All Stretton 
Ward).  

Recommendation:  

All Stretton Village Hall replace Silvester Horne Institute as the polling place for LHA 
Church Stretton (All Stretton Ward).  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Housing Needs Survey and Neighbourhood Plan 
The final report of the Housing Needs Survey is being polished, and key findings have been 
fed into the Local Plan after a meeting with Shropshire Council to discuss the Neighbourhood 
Plan. The meeting was most helpful and we will push forward with the plan. 
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Proclamation of King Charles III 
 

 
 
The town came together for the Proclamation of King Charles III following the death of HM 
Queen Elizabeth II. Around 300 residents gathered to hear the Proclamation issued earlier 
that day by the High Sheriff at a ceremony in Shrewsbury. It was followed by a Civic 
reception for any and all residents in the Sylvester Horne Institute. 
 
A big thank you to all concerned and particularly the Council staff and members of the RBL 
who helped ensure flags were raised and lowered as necessary. 


