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Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 6th September 2022  

 
Agenda Item:  9 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Deputy Town Clerk  

Summary Following the installation of the new path on Coppice 
Leasowes many users have been leaving the 5 bar gate 
open which raises concerns about cattle escaping from 
the area.  

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider the proposal to 
install accessible kissing gates with Radar locks to either 
side of the A49 providing access to the new path for all 
abilities and approve virement of budget in the sum of 
£4,000 

Purpose / Benefits To prevent escape of cattle and to provide accessible 
access to the path across the Coppice Leasowes LNR 

Costs Identified  
(include quotations / 
costs analysis) 

To date only one quote has been received in the sum of 
£3,712 further quotes are being sort 

  

Background  

A new path crossing Coppice Leasowes East was constructed in July which is 
proving extremely popular with both the community and visitors to the area.  This 
access is one used by many children on their way to school, and there is little to 
prevent access onto the A49 when being crossed and it has been found that many 
users are utilising the five bar gate in the area, however there have been a number 
of occasions where the gate has been left open, raising concerns about the cattle 
escaping from the area.   

Moving Forward 

It is considered that to prevent use of the five bar gate, and to provide better safety 
measures for those crossing the road that the installation of kissing gates for both 
sides would be beneficial.  Access to areas within Church Stretton are difficult for 
those with mobility difficulties, and it is thought that consideration needs to be given 
to improving access generally for all, to assist with this a quote for the installation of 
accessible kissing gates, with a Radar lock have been obtained.   
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A budget of £15,000 has been earmarked for work to the willow trees within Coppice 
Leasowes Nature Reserve, but since receiving quotations for the work it is clear that 
all this funding will not be required.  It would, therefore be possible for the funding to 
be vired from work to the trees, to also allow for the installation of the accessible 
gates.    

Proposal 

The Committee are requested to agree to vire funds from the works to willow trees in 
Coppice Leasowes Nature Reserve to enable works for the installation of accessible 
kissing gates to be undertaken.  
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