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Agenda Item:  13 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Deputy Town Clerk  

Summary Coppice Leasowes and Rectory Wood and Field Interest 
Group would like to re-establish a historic path known as 
the ‘Ladies Walk’ within the Rectory Wood and Field  

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider whether they would 
prefer the Volunteers to restore the path as set out in the 
‘Walk on the Wild Side’ paper or consider applying for 
funding for a more substantial path which will allow 
accessibility for all abilities in this area.   

Purpose / Benefits To provide a clear direction for management of Rectory 
Wood and Field  

Documents / 
research links 
appended 

Walk on the Wild Side Vision   

 

Background 

The Action Plan contained within the Management Plan for Rectory Wood and Field 

identifies that the historic path within the local nature reserve area should be 

investigated and works undertaken for them to be restored.  Investigations have 

been undertaken and an easy access path known as ‘The Ladies Walk’ has been 

identified and works to restore the path are required.  

Current Position 

Quotes for developing a path that would be accessible to all have been received, 

which are in the region of £14,000.  However, the volunteers for this area are 

concerned about the costs of these works and are proposing that they could 

undertake the works themselves at a much reduced cost to the Council, which are 

set out in the attached ‘Walk on the Wildside’ paper produced by the volunteers.   



 
 

Although a reduction in costs would at first hand seem to be a preferable option the 

works undertaken by volunteers will not be of a standard to allow for accessibility for 

all abilities and guidance is sort from the group as to Council’s preferred option for 

this area.    



 
 

 

“A WALK ON THE WILD-SIDE” 

Church Stretton, and indeed all the Stretton’s are alive with wildlife, with the Long Mynd, two 

recognised “Local Nature Reserves” (LNR) and several other well-known wildlife areas. 

There is also a wealth of historical information, including stories of Capability Brown and Mr 

Mainwaring, and their connection with our newest LNR, I.e. Rectory Field.   More specifically, and as 

shown on old maps, these gentlemen created two “walks” on the lower part of Rectory Field. They 

were called “The Ladies Walk” and the somewhat longer “Gentleman’s Walk” and one can only 

surmise that both residents and visitors made use of them. The Ladies Walk was originally a meander 

through the lower wood part, (but of course there was no scout hut in those days!) and via the raised 

“tennis court”, which can still be seen, and then round a circle back to the entrance. 

Over the past century, the then “Ladies walk” has been left to grow wild: the Box hedges have spread 

widely and become trees, Cherry Laurel and Snowberry has taken over in places, along with nettles 

and brambles and it is not a pretty sight. 

However, the RFW volunteers (who only meet one day a month to assist the Council in works at RFW) 

have begun a tidy-up/clearance of the site with the objective of reinstating “A walk” and hopefully 

creating it in a way that makes it easily available for all comers, including wheelchair usage.  Our 

objective is to remove a lot of the unwanted growth and to plant shrubs, bushes and flowers to make 

the walk both attractive and accessible to all. 

A large amount of cutting has already taken place (but a lot more to do) and there is a large amount 

of “brash” which needs removing or shredding (or as a last resort, burning) 

The Town Council have proposed that the Walk should be constructed with “Side boards and 

gravel/stone infill” for which a quote of £15,000 has been received. The walk would have to be 

basically a straight line. 

The volunteers believe that the ground surface is sufficiently robust (and does not deteriorate in wet 

weather) to use without such expenditure and can “zig-zag” through the site and be more suitable for 

a wildlife experience.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

As a second phase  it has been agreed that the “tennis court” area will be sprayed to remove the, now 

excessive, bracken and the blackthorn bushes which have encroached the area and that it will become 

a “wildflower” area.  Seed rich hay will be spread and there are other possible sources of wild flowers 

on offer. 

 It is suggested that “the Walk” should also zig-zag through this area.  

 

 

 



 
 

 


