
Appendix I 

1 

 

Brooksbury Recreation Ground Survey 
Paper prepared by Cllr Sheila Davies and Cllr Helen Stowell  

The Town Council intends to consult with residents by survey about replacing the 

play equipment in this area.  

In early 2021 the Town Council ran a survey about Sandford Ave Town Park. This 

gave residents various options which had not been costed and asked people if they 

wanted them. The analysis of their responses showed that most people wanted 

everything. This survey raised people’s expectations for improvements for which 

money was not available and which were not achievable.  

To avoid this happening again, we want to set parameters and ask residents to 

indicate their preferences for different types of equipment and resources. We are 

therefore asking the town council to make recommendations which we can ask 

residents to vote on.  

Background Information  

This recreation field, which lies between Russell’s Meadow and Churchill Road, was 

bequeathed to the town for use as a recreation and playground for children and 

young people. It hosted wooden adventure playground equipment which has been 

taken out of commission as it has come to the end of its life. A sensory garden has 

also become neglected and overgrown and the wooden structures supporting it have 

rotted.  

The adventure playground equipment on this site provided a contrast to the more 

traditional playground equipment found in nearby Sandford Ave Town Park. 

However, there was little play equipment provided for younger children on this site. 

Having such equipment would prove beneficial as there was nothing for younger 

children to play on when coming out of the nursery & primary school or while parents 

watched their older children playing sports.  

Types of play equipment 

Traditional Play Equipment: The first playground equipment developed consisted 

of the more traditional slides, swings, roundabouts and climbing frames. This 

traditional playground equipment focused on children’s physical development but 

leaves little opportunity for creativity. This type of equipment is already provided at 

Sandford Avenue Park.  

Adventure Play Equipment: More adventurous play equipment such as multi-play 

systems, climbing, zip wires were later developed which encouraged children’s 

imagination and free play. This has been shown to help improve children confidence 

and mental well being as well as support their physical development & coordination.  

This is the type of equipment that has now reached its end of life. It was very popular 

with children visiting it after school and there have been letters to the council and 

messages in social media asking for the equipment to be repaired or replaced.  

Inclusive Play Equipment: Children living with Special Needs & Disabilities are 

frequently prevented from enjoying play areas and making friends there as none of 
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the equipment is accessible for them. This can affect the whole family as parents will 

not take their children to the park if one of their children can only sit and watch their 

siblings having fun. In more recent years, Inclusive play equipment has been 

developed suitable for all children, including those living with disabilities. This can 

include roundabouts which take wheelchairs, basket swings, multi play units, wide 

slides, sensory & play panels, musical equipment. We do not have any of this type of 

equipment currently on offer in the town.  

Play Tables – Permanently fixed play tables in outdoor settings, for Foosbal or table 

tennis, encourage collaborative play across all ages. This also assists in hand eye 

co-ordination and developing teamwork and social development.  

Outdoor gym equipment –provides equipment to help people get fit and active and 

develop coordination.  It can be used by older children as well as adults. However, 

this type of equipment does not provide the imaginative free play that is so beneficial 

to children’s mental well being.  

Materials Wooden equipment looks more natural but only lasts for approx. 10-15 

years before needing replacing. Steel play equipment comes with a lifetime 

guarantee. It is possible to buy steel equipment in bright colours and in more neutral 

colours such as green and grey which would blend in better with the natural 

background. 

Family Fun Day Consultation.  

At the fun day held in Sandford Avenue Park on 3rd June 2022 children were 

provided with a sheet of 5 stickers, allowing them to choose their favourite pieces 

from 11 suggested piece of equipment.  85 children of various ages visited the stand 

and made their selection. The most popular pieces of equipment were Swings, 

Climbing, Outdoor Gym, Adventure, Seating and Slides.  

42 adults also completed a short questionnaire and the overall feeling from those 

was that they wished for this area to be a ‘community space’ where playing together 

could be embraced and people of all ages could be catered for, allowing families to 

enjoy time together.  Many people raised the issue of wishing to have areas 

designated for picnics, or simply for people to come together and chat around a table 

or on benches.   

Concerns were repeatedly raised on the following areas: 

 The need to exclude dogs to the play area / safety of children whilst dogs 
were allowed in the area.  

 That the area doesn’t cater for teenagers, and this resulted in anti-social 
behaviour (loud music, shouting etc.) 

 Some believed the area should be fenced off to keep children safe, 
whereas others requested more open spaces, allowing everyone to be safe 
and seen.  

 Many visitors were in favour of keeping a more natural looking play area, 
that fitted more sympathetically with the area, but when advised of the 
difficulties and shorter life span of wooden equipment, understood the 
reasons for its potential replacement.  
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Other Suggestions  

Suggestions have also been made though this consultation and by individuals via the 

town council website for the following.  

 Play equipment to be sited more centrally in the field, so nearby residents are 

less disturbed by sound. 

 A teenage seating area (these have roofs but walls are optional) away from 

houses and the children’s play equipment, providing teenagers with their own 

space where they can meet up with each other. 

 Notices in the fields requesting no playing of loud music to respect other users 

and residents  

 Inclusive equipment for children living with Special Educational Needs & 

Disabilities 

 Adult outdoor gym equipment 

 Play tables  

The parks and play areas provide an important place for young people to go to meet 

with their friends. This was evidenced in the 2018 survey of secondary aged school 

children from Church Stretton School. Many young people commented that there are 

not many places young people to go to if it is raining. Recently Bishops Castle 

installed a teenage shelter and The Shropshire Youth Association who run our youth 

club say this is something that young people in Church Stretton would welcome.  

What can we afford?  

Simply replacing the old wooden equipment with similar in steel and adding three 

small pieces of inclusive play equipment for young children and those with 

disabilities will cost approx. £100k.  At present the Brooksbury Recreation Ground 

Charity has £30,000 in the bank account to put towards the new play equipment. 

This means the town council will need to raise approx. £70,000 to simply carry out 

the above. We will need to this by raising funds from the community and applying for 

grants for this. If we were unsuccessful in raising that amount, we would have to cut 

back on what equipment we provide. It is therefore important that we manage 

residents’ expectations when carrying out this survey.  

The Town Council will also need to consider the costs of maintaining the equipment 

and safety surfaces, availability & cost of spare parts and any problems play 

equipment might pose for the Outdoor Team in terms of grounds maintenance.   

Play areas need benches for children to sit on if they want to rest, as well as for 

adults accompanying children. Providing a shaded sitting area is likely to become 

more important as we experience hotter weather.  

The play area would also need paths for buggies and wheelchair to get to any 

inclusive play equipment, if it is to be accessible.  

These will all need to be costed for into this project. 
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Councillors Recommendations   

Playgrounds are important to children and young people providing a safe place 
where they can meet friends to play. The provision of free to use play equipment is a 
fundamental service that the town council and the Brooksbury Recreation Ground 
Charity provide.  

Taking into account the Background Information provided, it is recommended that 
the Town council 

1. notes the advantages of purchasing steel equipment over wooden 

2. notes that the Brooksbury park equipment should complement, not replicate that 
provided in Sandford Avenue park.  

3. notes that we want to initially concentrate on providing adventurous and inclusive 
play equipment at Brooksbury park  

4. notes that other types of equipment such as play tables and adult gym equipment 
may be something to consider 

5. notes that initial consultations have indicated preferences for seating areas and 
the possible advantages of providing s  teenagers seating area/shelter.  

6.  Endorse the consultation approach outlined below 

Survey Questions 

In the survey, we will provide residents with the background information to explain 

the reason behind our recommendations and invite them to comment on whether 

they agree with them or not.  

We will also ask for their opinion on:  

 Play equipment being in more natural colours or in bright primary colours 

 Shaded/ non shaded seating areas / picnic tables/ teenage shelter   

 Fencing to keep dogs out of the play area  

 Adult outdoor gym equipment being added, should funding become available 

 Play tables being added, should funding become available 

We will also ask for the following basic information to help us identify different groups 

preferences.  

Parent /Grandparent/Age of children in household/Whether they live close to the field 

/ family living with Special Educational Need or Disability 

Process for consultation 

Survey – available from the TC web using Survey Monkey, paper versions available 

in the Library, Town Council Offices, Leisure Centre. Closing date end of September 

to allow time to publicise survey via schools and in September Focus.   

Publicity – Web, Social Media, Focus, Community Messenger, Schools 

Newsletters, children’s nurseries, Community Messenger, leaflet to local residents  


