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Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 5th July 2022 

  
Agenda Item: 11 
 

Report 
produced by 
Officer / 
Councillor  

Sheila Davies /Nicky Hook 

Summary The Outdoor Team used to take waste not suitable for composting 
to the allotments to burn. There have been complaints from a few 
residents about the smoke this generates. The Town Clerk agreed 
to investigate hiring an industrial wood chipper twice a year so the 
Outdoor Team would no longer need to burn waste at the 
allotments. This led to our bonfire licence not being renewed at the 
end of March.  
 
Not having a licence has caused the following problems: 
 
Rectory Wood & Field Working Group were not consulted prior 
to this decision being made.  They can no longer burn the wood 
they collect there, as we no longer have a licence. A key part of 
their work is to clear wood and leaving it in Rectory Wood would 
create a trip hazard. The Outdoor Team might have capacity to 
move this wood to the compound for chipping, but it is unclear 
whether the compound has sufficient space for the amount of wood 
that would be collected over a year. Large amounts of wood being 
stored in the compound could also create a fire hazard.  
  
Scouts – the scouts regularly hold small bonfires close to their hut 
-– and it is not clear whether these can continue. It is also not clear 
whether the scouts Nov 5th fireworks event would be able to have a 
bonfire this year.  
 
Allotment –Allotments users compost most of their waste but had 
an agreement with the council they could put larger pieces of wood 
onto the bonfire. As no one told them we were no longer burning 
there, they continued putting wood on the bonfire and it is now 
HUGE! The Town Council is to pay for a skip to remove this waste 
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as it is a potential fire hazard. The allotment users are happy to not 
have fires on the site and agreed to take their waste home with 
them in future. However other people are dumping waste there. 
The allotment users are doing a major tidy up on July 9th and hope 
the wood will have been removed by then. They hope that once the 
bonfire has been cleared others will be deterred from dumping 
waste there.  It will also be easier for them to observe anyone 
dumping waste there.    
 
Diseased plants - Diseased and invasive plants cannot be 
composted but need to be burnt. We have Japanese Knotweed 
and Himalayan Balsam in the park which urgently needs to be 
removed. Giant Hogweed and Ragwort has also been identified on 
the Council’s land. As we do not have a bonfire licence we are 
unable to burn it, but paying someone to remove this type of waste 
will prove expensive.  
 

Recommendation  The Town council applies for a bonfire licence as a matter of 
urgency. The Town Council run a pilot for one year to test the 
feasibility of hiring a wood chipper during the year to chip the larger 
pieces of wood collected from areas other than Rectory Wood & 
Field. The Allotment Society have expressed an interest in using 
the chippings for paths etc. but other means of using these 
chippings will need to be explored.   
 
We allow wood collected in Rectory wood and Field to continue to 
be burnt there while this pilot takes place. 
 
The Town Clerk report back to Public Realm about this pilot – and 
the feasibility of extending it to include waste from Rectory Wood & 
Field.  
  

Financial / 
Resource 
Implications 

Costs involved of hiring an industrial wood chipper. Additional 
amount of time taken up by the Outdoor Team in moving to this 
new but more environmentally friendly way of working.   

Costs Identified  
(include 
quotations / costs 
analysis) 

Costs of hiring a trailered wood chipper are £295 plus VAT for a 3 
day hire; additional delivery costs of £50 plus VAT; and diesel 
costs.  
 
Skip hire cost is £370 plus VAT for a 14 cu yard skip, which should 
clear the area at the allotments in one go. 

Proposal The Town council re apply for a bonfire licence as a matter of 
urgency.  
The Outdoor Team burn wood and plant waste that is diseased or 
invasive in the compound.   
 
The Outdoor Team run a pilot to hire a wood chipper for all wood, 
other than that collected in Rectory Wood & Fields. 
 
Rectory Wood & Field Working Group continue having bonfires in 
Rectory Wood & Fields until we know how feasible it is to manage 
the woods without having bonfires and the cost implications for the 
council.  
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