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Report for Public Realm Committee Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 5th July 2022 

  
Agenda Item: 5 

 

Report produced by 
Officer / Councillor  

Deputy Town Clerk  

Summary Project Update Report  

Recommendation  Councillors are requested to consider the report  

Purpose / Benefits To update Councillors on the latest position with projects 
currently covered by the Public Realm Committee 

 

1. Network Rail / Trees – Adrian Jones / Ed Andrews  

 Network Rail Tree Surgeons were at Sandford Park the week of 14th March to 
carry out tree works as per the schedule agreed.  Network Rail have taken the 
work on at their expense.  

 Sam advised that they have now completed the work but couldn’t do one tree 
due to a nest being in there. Nicky is investigating when Network Rail are likely 
to return to undertake works to the Elm tree.  

 They were also unable to carry out the work on the 3 Willows as the marsh 
ground was too deep.  Network Rail have now advised that they are unable to 
undertake work on the Willows, £15,000 has been allocated for this work but as 
we are now looking at working with Network Rail to impose line blocks which 
could come with an additional cost, a report was put before / approved by 
Council to delegate authority for the Chair of Public Realm to approve the costs 
for these works, so that they can go ahead without delay.  

2. All Stretton Play Park 

 The installation of the play equipment been completed by Wicksteed and  CSTC 
have received all the handover documents for this work.  Nicky sourced 
quotations for the replacement entrance gate to the Play Area and this has now 
been installed.  Quotes for the Welcome sign for the park have also been 
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received and an order has been placed for the work to commence.  Nicky 
currently awaiting confirmation on dates for this work.  The date for the opening 
ceremony is yet to be agreed.  

3. Disabled Toilets 

The third and final quote for this work has now been received, but is much larger 
than anticipated, and exceeds the original allocation of £20,000.  An report 
updating the position will be considered by the Public Realm Committee.  

4. RW&F & CL Committee Group  - Signage  

 A meeting of the RW&F and CL Group was held on Wednesday, 15th June 
where signage for Rectory Wood Nature Reserve was discussed.  It was agreed 
that quotes for a display sign which included a lockable notice board should be 
investigated.  Nicky is currently obtaining quotes. 

5. Sandford Park  

 The swings need a welder initially to do some remedial works before the 
repainting of the equipment can commence. Contactors are to be sort to quote 
for this work.  

 Quotes for the work to the railings are still outstanding.  Nicky currently chasing 
contractors.  

6. Matting – Sandford Park 

 There is still a significant amount of old matting in the compound which is being 
distributed to equine users in the local area.  

7. Creative Play  

 An order for the work to the toddler play area at Sandford Park has now been 
placed with Creative Play and the work is due to take place on Monday, 25th 
July 2022. 

8. Bayfield Van Hire  

 The van was returned to Bayfield Hire on Monday, 20th June. 

9. Cleaning Contract – Toilets / SHI / 60 High Street 

Tenders for the Cleaning Contract are to be re-addressed.   

10. Institute Cottage 

 A number of contractors have advised that they would be happy to produce 
quotes for this work, but these are still outstanding and being chased by Nicky. 



Appendix B 

 

11. Fire Assembly Point – SHI  

 The movement of the sign has been added to the work list for the Outdoor Team 
and it is hoped that this will have been completed by the date of the meeting. 

12. RoSPA Playground Inspections 

 Dates have now been agreed with Ludlow Town Council who will be hosting the 
training sessions for 27th and 28th September.  Four places have been allocated 
for Church Stretton TC.  

13. Quiet Contemplation Area – Brooksbury  

 Unfortunately, despite a verbal agreement with Connexus the grass to the mid 
triangle in this area has been cut once more.  A reminder has been sent to 
Connexus and it appears that the Wildflower area is now starting to establish.  

 Nicky has spoken to Emma from the Estates Department at Connexus and she 
is arranging for a contract to be drawn up for CSTC to work on the land.  This is 
needed for insurance purposes before any work can go ahead.   

 Harley Nurseries are the preferred supplier for the shrubs to be planted and 
Nicky has spoken to Nick from the nurseries who has advised that he will be able 
to provide a quote for the requested shrubs, and invoice the Council.  

 A programme of work has now been devised for the project: 

 25th August - Stepping Stones – turf stripping and shrub bed preparation 

 26th October – Shrub Planting by Volunteers led by Sandra Whitlock 

 24th November – Stepping Stones – tree planting  

14. H&S Processes – Outdoor Team  

 Unfortunately, the planned work for CSTC to employ an additional member of 
staff to help with the H&S processes for the Outdoor team have not progressed 
due to the proposed appointee being unavailable.   

15. Allotments  

 Nicky met with the Allotment Society on 21st June to discuss the pile set aside for 
burning.  The group were advised that the Council’s exemption on bonfires had 
now expired and therefore we were unable to allow bonfires.  Nicky advised the 
group that a skip would be ordered to clear the site and the group agreed that no 
further waste would be added to the pile and that they would advise all members 
of their requirement to dispose of their own green waste going forward.   



Appendix B 

 

 The group have confirmed that they have submitted their grant application to 
Awards for All and were likely to hear the outcome of this by August.  The group 
thanked Councillor John Luck for his help with this.   

 Nicky took a tour of the allotments, the area is being well kept and is looking 
great.  All the allotments are taken at present and there is a waiting list.   

16. Path across Coppice Leasowes 

 The RW&F and CL group were advised at their meeting on 15th June that a 
meeting had now been held to progress this work and that the path will be 
completed before the end of 2022.   

17. Christmas Lights and Welcome Back Fund  

 Sheila has circulated a project plan for the Christmas Lights switch on to take 
place on Saturday, 26th November based on activity undertaken in 2021.  Future 
dates to be agreed for this group to commence work on the project.  

 The Benches, and Bike Racks allocated to CSTC are currently being chased by 
Matthew Mead to see when they are likely to arrive.   

18. Memorial Planting  

 Gillian has contacted Hilary Hymas for help with planning the tree planting for the 
War Memorial site. 

19. Brooksbury / Churchill Road Play Area Consultation 

 Nicky has contacted both the Primary and Secondary Schools to start involving 
them in the consultation process as discussed at the last meeting.  The 
secondary school have responded positively to advise that they would b happy 
to share the link to the electronic survey through their newsletter, they have also 
invited the Council to attend assemblies at the start of the new term so that the 
children can be addressed directly about the consultation. We are still awaiting 
feedback from the Primary School.   

 The first draft of the public consultation questionnaire has been drafted.  We are 
asking for responses to be returned to the Council by the end of September, as 
this will then allow time for attending school assemblies in the new term.  

 Nicky has sent an initial email to all interested parties who signed up to be 
involved at the Fun Day to thank them for their interest and enquiring how they 
would like to be involved.  

 


