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Church Stretton Town Council                          Extra Ordinary Council 15th February 2022 

 

Church Stretton Town Council 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN  
SILVESTER HORNE INSTITUTE, CHURCH STRETTON ON  

TUESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2022 AT 8.00p.m. 
 
 

Present:    Councillors: Cllr C Carson, Cllr S Davies (Vice Chair), Cllr R Foulkes, Cllr J 
Lawton, Cllr J Luck, Cllr A Munro (Chair), Cllr H Stowell, Cllr B Welch. 

Absent: Councillors: Cllr D Hartshorne 
In attendance: Officers: Dr K Howe (Town Clerk), Mrs H Merrett (Admin).  

Members of the Public: None 
 

21.133 Welcome   
The Chair welcomed Councillors to the meeting. 
 

21.134 To receive apologies  
 From: Cllr G Lewis, Cllr N Carter, Cllr M Morris, Cllr L Antill. 
 

21.135 To declare disclosable pecuniary interests 
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the meeting during discussion and 
voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the 
interest is entered into the register of members’ interests maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer. 
None 

 

21.136 Questions from members of the public 
None 
 

 21.137 To receive report on proposed parking restrictions in Shrewsbury Road   
  Cllrs received a report (attached) which followed on from the Shropshire Council meeting of 
  4th February 2021, attended by Cllrs Munro and Lawton. The popularity of    
  Cardingmill Valley and number of visitors by car has increased due to lockdown and the 
  success of advertising by the National Trust (NT). 
  Shropshire Council now intends to hold a public meeting in the SHI on 4th March rather than 
  collect residents/traders opinions by survey. 
  After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Luck, seconded by Cllr Davies and  

 RESOLVED (unanimously) that the Chair would issue a holding e-mail on Weds 16th 
February to Kevin Aitken (Shropshire Council Highways), followed by letter before the 
weekend.  This item will also be attached to the Agenda for the next council meeting on 
22nd February and a late paper will be issued by that date.  

    
21.132 To note forthcoming meetings 

   Council Meeting:                                                Tuesday 22nd February 2022 at 7.00pm 
 

 
Meeting finished at 8.58pm 
 
Signed by …………………………………………………………………………. Date………………….... 
As a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
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CHURCH STRETTON TOWN COUNCIL 
CONSULTATION ON PARKING RESTRICTIONS AROUND CARDING MILL VALLEY 
Prepared by Andy Munro 
 
Background 
 
The popularity of Carding Mill Valley as a tourist destination increased significantly during the pandemic 
and this was confirmed by the National Trust who report that they had to close the car park six times 
during January because it was full. When this happens visitors typically look for parking on adjacent streets 
and the NT started conversations with Shropshire Council about putting double yellow lines along 
Shrewsbury Road.   
 
At the Council meeting on 11th January it was revealed that a meeting between the National Trust, unitary 
councillors and Highways was scheduled for 4th February, and an invitation for myself to attend was 
requested and received. 
 
At the 4th February meeting I learnt that there had been virtual meetings the previous week, and the 
proposal on the table was to put double yellow lines along the whole of Shrewsbury Road. The NT also 
pushed aggressively for the Town Council to get access to the school and leisure centre car parks stating 
“you must put pressure on them” As the only representative of the Town Council I protested that the 
people of Church Stretton must be given an opportunity to give their opinions on any changes. I also 
pushed back strongly that no one should be ‘pressurised’  into doing anything they do not wish to do and 
that such behaviour amounted to bullying and was not acceptable. 
 
To advance an effective consultation I suggested the Town Council run a  survey for local residents  which 
posed the options available and the two SC Highways officers explained what the options are. This was 
agreed by the group and at a follow on meeting with the two SC officers a bit more detail was fleshed out 
which formed the basis of the draft questionnaire circulated on the Monday. 
 
The emails were essentially in the format: 
 
Dear David and Hilary, 
 
It was good to meet you both last week. 
 
As discussed I attach a very first draft of the proposed questionnaire. We will polish up the presentation and 
get return addresses and email forms prepared but I should be very grateful if you could make any 
technical comments, particularly about the four options described. 
 
I have a routine Communications Committee on Wednesday (tomorrow) and have called an Extraordinary 
Council meeting to sign off on the survey next Tuesday 15th, so comments by Thursday/Friday this week 
would be great. 
 
If we go to print say 17th, and then distribute, we should have something back mid March. 
 
Best wishes 
Andy 

 
All responses received were positive, for example 
 
Andy 
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I think your options are clear and easy  for the residents to understand. 
Are you going to send the survey to the cul-de-sacs, coming off Church Hill Road as well? 
I have spoken with Julie regarding the yellow lines in Little Stretton as well today,  
I think she will share with you what the needs are in Little Stretton. 
 
Best Wishes  
Hilary  

 
The very draft survey was discussed at the CSTC Communications WG meeting on Wednesday where it was 
suggested the cul de sacs etc off of Churchill Road should be included, and that the consultation should be 
online to allow, for example, parents of children who are regularly dropped off at the school to be 
consulted. Those who lived directly on the affected areas were to receive a hard copy. 
 
The draft survey as sent out is as follows: 
 

CHURCH STRETTON TOWN COUNCIL 
CONSULTATION ON PARKING RESTRICTIONS AROUND CARDING MILL VALLEY 
 
Background 
 
The popularity of Carding Mill Valley as a tourist destination increased significantly during the pandemic 
and this was confirmed by the National Trust who report that they had to close the car park six times 
during January because it was full. When this happens visitors typically look for parking on adjacent streets 
and the NT started conversations with Shropshire Council about putting double yellow lines along 
Shrewsbury Road.  However, the Town Council are clear that no restrictions will be imposed unless the 
residents affected by the changes are in favour. 
 
Whatever decision is made, it will merely move the parking problem elsewhere, and in reality it is ironic 
that all such solutions are designed to accommodate the car which runs counter to modern thinking. A 
better solution may be to explore park and ride from Shrewsbury with stops in the town to encourage 
tourists to visit the shops and cafes. The use of an electric bus would be better still and fit in with the ethos 
of the AONB. In the short term local overflow parking in nearby fields will continue to be available, 
although the school car park will be used during the summer for essential maintenance works.  
 
The survey is divided into four separate consultations (see map) and for each zone there are a number of 
questions. They are the same questions for each zone. 
 
You are asked to: 
 

1) Identify the one zone which relates to you and record this in the space provided 
2) Answer the questions by prioritising the responses in order with 1 being the option which you most 

prefer, and 4 the option which you least prefer 
3) Add any comments or suggestions  
4) Return the survey to one of the collection boxes shown on the map, by email to…. or by post to 

Church Stretton Town Council, 60 High Street, Church Stretton, SY6 xxx 
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PARKING RESTRICTIONS CONSULTATION 

 

Zone for which you are 
responding: 

 
 
 

 PRIORITY 

Double yellow lines. Restricts parking at all times except for blue 

badge holders. Restrictions would be denoted by pale yellow lines on the 
side of the road and signage 

 
 
 
 

Single yellow lines. Restricts parking to specified times eg Saturday, 

Sunday and Bank Holidays between April and September. Restrictions 
would be denoted by single yellow lines on the side of the road and 
signage. Share your views on the timing of any restrictions below 

 
 
 
 
 

Residents Parking. Parking restricted at certain times to residents who 

would need to apply for a permit from Shropshire Council. This would be a 
notional fee – c£5-£10 pa – to cover administration. Times could be 10-4 
on all days of the week, or just weekends. Share your views on the timing 
of any restrictions below 

 

No change. The existing provisions should not be altered. 

 
 
 
 
 

Comments 
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On Friday the following email was received from Shropshire Council: 
 
Morning Andy  
Sorry for the delay in response, following your email and the draft questionnaire I had some concerns that I wanted to 
talk through with the Shropshire unitary Cllrs David Evans and Hilary Luff. Nick and myself had a brief meeting with 
David and Hilary this morning. 
  
Given that Shropshire Council is the traffic authority responsible for regulation and enforcement of parking traffic 
management measures it is felt that Shropshire Council should be the lead authority on presentation of any 
proposals. We consider that rather than a questionnaire we should first hold a public meeting to not only identify the 
specific issues but also gauge residents opinion, we can then follow up with a questionnaire, however it may be that 
sufficient feedback can be obtained from a meeting for us to be able to fast track the implementation of an 
experimental traffic regulation order in the spring. We are therefore arranging for a public meeting to be held on 
Friday 4thMarch with invites sent out to the appropriate residents. Officers will also be in attendance at this meeting 
to talk through the options and potential solutions as we discussed last week and are outlined in your draft 
questionnaire. 
  
We understand this is a slight change in direction to what we discussed last week, however in the interests of 
promoting good partnership working between Shropshire and Church Stretton Town Council, together with potential 
expedient delivery of the right measures for the summer season we consider this to be the best approach. 
  
Many thanks 
Kevin 
  
The email was not expected, nor were CSTC offered any opportunity to comment. It appears from the wording that 
the ‘slight change in direction’ is to revert to the position which was initially raised at the 4th February meeting 
namely ‘to fast track the implementation of an experimental traffic regulation order in the spring’ as drafted in 
anticipation of a decision to proceed. It was stated at the meeting that the workload involved in drafting further 
formal proposals was significant, which is what led to the survey proposition so as to get one clear view from 
residents and then draft only one further order. 
 
The reasons for this unilateral change are unclear but have been speculated upon. It does pose a lot of questions 
which it is hoped will be answered on at the public meeting on 4th March. Most significantly it has made clear that 
Shropshire Council are taking responsibility for the situation and will therefore be responsible for the solution, 
including where to park cars which are displaced by any order they may impose. 
 
Council Meeting 15th February 2022 
 
It was originally intended for the Town Council to sign off the questionnaire at this meeting, but the fact that 
Shropshire Council have instructed that this is now their issue raises questions as to how the Council should best 
proceed. 

 
There are a spectrum of responses. If Shropshire Council imposes double yellow lines without a proper 
survey and consultation, and without answers to the problems it will create, it will be deeply unpopular 
and the Town Council will need to maintain an appropriate distance. If it were perceived that the NT had 
proceeded with unitary councillors to do this behind the backs of residents and the TC that too would 
cause upset. 
 
The CSTC should agree its position and response to the likely proposals and public meeting. 


